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Chairman-in-Office 

Ambassadors, 

 

A year ago, almost to the day, we met in this same room for a presentation and discussions on 

prospects for the settlement of this conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh that remains a subject of concern 

and central attention for us all since so many years. 

 

Along with my American and Russian colleagues, we had the opportunity to express a degree of 

optimism – prudent, naturally, but nonetheless real optimism – following the commitments made in 

Geneva in October 2017 by President Aliyev and his then counterpart, President Sargsyan. The aim 

of the Co-Chairs to bring the two leaders to resume direct dialogue had been achieved following 

long months of mediation and efforts to convince them.  

 

This strong commitment of the three Co-Chairs, in close and constant liaison with the personal 

representative of the Chairperson-in-Office in the field, has continued over the last twelve months 

in a context marked, as you know, by the holding of elections and major political developments in 

the region, requiring the attention of the participating States of the OSCE and beyond. This 

momentum for change currently continues in Armenia, because as you know, parliamentary 

elections have been called for 9 December. 

 

Allow me to add to what my colleague the Ambassador Igor Popov has said with a few personal 

observations on the efforts deployed by the Minsk Group Co-Chairs and the important progress that 

we have managed to achieve in the context that I just mentioned. 

 

Firstly, the Minsk Group Co-Chairs and the high authorities that each of us represents have spared 

no efforts to support, under their mandate, the two main commitments announced by the parties 

during the Geneva Summit: intensifying negotiations and reducing tensions on the ground. 



 

 

 

 

In concrete terms, consultations with all leaders who could contribute to a peaceful and durable 

settlement of the conflict have been particularly intense and confident this year. Above all, I of 

course have in mind the Armenian and Azerbaijani authorities, with whom discussions have been 

constant, including, on an informal basis, during the periods around election times. Meetings have 

been organized during our visits to the region, including in February and June and last week, as well 

as in Vienna, Poland, France, Brussels, New York and Luxembourg. 

 

Our visits to the region are an opportunity to meet with the de facto authorities of Stepanakert / 

Xankəndi and allow us to obtain information to assess the situation of the seven territories 

controlled by the Armenian forces face-to-face. 

 

Contact has also been established the last twelve months with many stakeholders interested in the 

conflict, including the Secretariat of the United Nations and its agencies (UNHCR, UNDP) and the 

ICRC - reinforced by its local implantation - which implements politically neutral humanitarian 

activities and whose local presence is worthy of determined support, as well as certain initiatives 

aimed at bringing together civil societies, such as the EPNK programme funded by the European 

Union. 

 

Lastly, dear delegates, you are aware of our commitment to very regularly updating the 

Chairmanship-in-Office of our organization, and in this respect I would like to commend the 

exceptional cooperation with the Austrian, Italian and soon Slovak authorities; indeed, we will be 

visiting Bratislava tomorrow at the invitation of Foreign Minister Lajčák. My thanks on behalf of 

the Co-Chairs of the Minsk Group also go out to Secretary General Greminger for his unwavering 

support, as well as the Minsk Group capitals we have met in recent months for consultations on 

prospects around the conflict, with a warm mention for Turkey and Finland. 

 

It must be noted that today, as in the past, France, Russia and the United States work concertedly 

and confidently in all the efforts that have been deployed, and speak in a single voice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Chairman, 

Ambassadors, 

 

I would like to end with a few words on the recent informal discussions held between President 

Aliyev and Prime Minister Pashinyan in Dushanbe in September, on the sidelines of the CIS 

Summit. 

 

That generated remarkable positive impetus, contributing to the open and constructive climate we 

observed during the first meetings between the Foreign Ministers of the two countries in Brussels 

and then New York. 

 

I say “remarkable” because, as my colleague Andrew Schofer and then Ambassador Andrzej 

Kasprzyk will say in a few minutes, the points of agreement found on that occasion have already 

been tangibly implemented and are producing results, ranging from the creation of operational 

communication mechanisms to the will to give new momentum to dialogue or to reduce the level of 

violence on the ground. 

 

France is more determined than ever to foster the continuation and strengthening of this momentum, 

and is convinced that the status quo is untenable. France remains entirely committed to seeking a 

settlement to ensure the stability and prosperity of the region’s people. 

 

We are committed to all measures that could improve the lives of the populations concerned, and 

particularly to the activities of the ICRC on the ground. This humanitarian presence is essential and 

its work should be enhanced, including to facilitate prisoner exchanges and the identification of 

missing persons, in the best interests of the families who are still looking for their loved ones. 

 

Thank you. 

 

S. Visconti 


