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Dear Secretary General, Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is an honor and a great pleasure to take part to the Security Day of the OSCE. France very much 
welcomes the initiative of the Secretary General, to which we have offered our support from the 
very beginning. During the past decade, we have strongly advocated and stressed the importance 
of the link between climate change and security. We contributed to raising awareness at the 
national and international level within the United Nations, the European Union and the G7. Given 
its comprehensive and co-operative definition of security the OSCE has a major role to play in 
recognizing and addressing the specific security implications of climate change in its region. 
 

*** 
 

Research on environmental security dates back to the 1980s as one of its primary general findings:  
environmental variables alone are not sufficient to cause violent conflict and that other factors 
need to be examined in tandem (Homer-Dixon in 1991). But, no matter how uncertain the direct 
link between climate change and security could be, climate risks are viewed as a core development 
challenge that carries potentially serious implications for regional stability, international peace and 
security. Growing competition over access to resources, populations displacement, or the 
multiplication of natural disasters are some of the risks triggered by climate change that will 
increasingly affect security at all levels: human security, national security and international security. 
 
The potential impacts of climate change in the OSCE area are significant: 1) the Arctic -    drastic 
changes of Arctic sea‐ice cover will have an important impact on economy and society on the 
degradation of livelihoods impacting local indigenous communities. More than one fifth of 
hydrocarbons stock, is still unexploited and is located North of the Polar Circle. 13% of unexploited 
fossil fuels on the Planet and 30% of natural gas are located in the Arctic and 84% are located 
offshore (The Economist, June 2012). Climate change will open new opportunities for routes of 
transport. This will require an increase in the monitoring and enforcement of domestic and 
international laws governing smuggling, environmental standards and ship safety. The geopolitics is 
changing.  2) the Southern Mediterranean - reduction in available food and water resources; 3) 
South-East and Eastern Europe – threats to food and energy security, massive floods in the 
Balkans; 4) South Caucasus and Central Asia – water resources affecting food security and 
electricity production. As you have stressed last month in Prague, water security represents one of 
the major preoccupation for Central Asia   =  the Aral Sea is a well-known environmental disaster. 
According to the latest IPCC report in many regions, changing precipitation or melting snow and ice 
are altering hydrological systems, affecting water resources in terms of quantity and quality.  
Climate change may have unprecedented and dramatic impacts on our security, generating 
migrations, rivalries and geopolitical clashes. For Small Island States inundation and flooding are the 
common threats because of their low-lying setting. The problem is exacerbated by the social trends 
of population growth and migration to main islands. Other threats include beach erosion, saltwater 
intrusion, and impacts on the infrastructure and coastal society (Pernetta, 1992). 

 



 
 All these examples call for a comprehensive coordination between foreign affairs, development 
and security communities. We need to coordinate our efforts to efficiently respond to all kind of 
climate risks and disasters and when necessary, we need to readapt and reorient our technical 
instruments and our bilateral and multilateral aid to help the most vulnerable countries to better 
cope with climate risks.   
 

*** 
 

The security dimension is well addressed in the framework of the UNFCCC negotiations under the 
so called adaptation chapter. We have now a very clear consensus on the need in the agreement 
for “political parity” between mitigation and adaptation. Resilience and adaptation are local 
challenges that need collective responses at the international level.  
 

We have today several solutions meant to effectively respond to climate threats. All these 
measures have multiple co-benefits on the emissions reduction, on development, poverty 
reduction, health and food security ... Some of them are based on traditional knowledge (certain 
population living in difficult areas find their own way to adapt to climate change) some others on 
new technologies. All of them, have according to the context, certain advantages and the potential 
to respond to urgent needs. 
 
The recent report A New Climate for Peace (published last June) mandated by the G7 to a 
consortium of international think tanks shows that we do not know everything about climate-
fragility risks. As I have said previously, by integrating existing efforts, we could improve early 
warning systems and assessments. As stated by the same report, currently, these assessments 
often ignore other dimensions: climate vulnerability assessments do not include for instance trans-
boundary issues or fragility considerations; and fragility, peace, and conflict assessments generally 
do not include climate change vulnerability or analyses of the co-benefits of climate change 
adaptation. 
 
Official development assistance should efficiently target the most vulnerable countries – and act in 
the most exposed sectors. The Agence Française de Developpement committed to integrate a 
“climate stress test” for infrastructure projects for African countries – this particular measure is 
meant to estimate countries’ resilience and resistance to climate risks.  
 
Disaster risk prevention allows to significantly reduces the climate risks and represents the less 
expensive solution: today, 90% of the LDCs and Small Island States don’t have an adequate early 
warning system to prevent climate risks and natural disasters.  This is why France decided to 
support CREWS initiative (Climate Risks and Early Warning Systems) – an initiative meant to provide 
all targeted countries meteorological data available at the international level. This will require to 
finance the acquisition of computer and communication tools, to process data and to ensure its 
dissemination. It will also require training and support to increase the SMS sending systems. CREWS 
complements the InsuResilience initiative led by the G7, which aims to double the number of 
people with direct or indirect access to insurance against climate risks by 2020.  

 
*** 

In this perimeter of political negotiations, technical assistance and support, the OSCE has an added 
value, real assets and a major role to play.  Its actions in the environmental field are well 
recognized: support to improve water management, deal with soil degradation and dispose safely 
of toxic and radioactive waste. The OSCE works to raise environmental awareness and promote 
public opinion participation in environmental decision-making. 
 
1) At the political level - its comprehensive approach of security allows for a global understanding 

of the challenges and threats posed to the stability and security in its region and beyond. The 



OSCE is a security oriented organization – it is therefore in its mandate to see the security 
implications of climate change that already affects our lives right now. 
 

2) The OSCE represents a huge platform of dialogue – an inclusive platform and the largest 
regional organization “from Vancouver to Vladivostok”. Its heterogeneous membership allows 
for a wide forum of discussion with all types of actors: member states, international 
organization, civil society... We need to take advantage of this platform to foster the political 
dialogue necessary to collectively succeed in combating the impacts of climate change.  
 

3) The OSCE has achieved over the past decades an impressive field experience in various regions 
challenged by different types of crises - activities ranging from education, to conflict 
prevention and democratization including environmental and gender equality issues. All these 
field experiences provide the OSCE with the capacity to act in a comprehensive and coherent 
manner based on concrete cooperation between participating States. The OSCE can make use 
of its toolbox for conflict prevention and management in tackling climate change risks and 
continue to support discussions on key environmental issues such as water management and 
green economy development. 

 

4) Last but not least OSCE has accompanied many governments in their democratization 
processes and reforms for better governance. Democratic governance is the bedrock of the 
OSCE’s system of values and standards. Strengthening governance and consolidating weak 
states and fragile societies could allow to systematically mainstreaming climate change and 
environment-related issues into public policies implemented throughout the OSCE area.  

 

*** 

Let me know address in conclusion the link between climate change and security from a positive 
angle and make of the COP21 an additional mean to contribute to the international peace and 
security. Reaching an ambitious agreement at the upcoming COP21 in Paris represents a unique 
opportunity to strengthen international peace and security.   
 
We have now 30 days to go until the Paris Conference. Our goal is to build together a Paris Alliance 
for Climate enabling us to limit the planet’s average temperature rise to less than 1.5ºC or 2ºC 
above pre-industrial levels and adapt our societies to deal with the existing disruption. A universal, 
legally biding agreement is the key challenge for Paris – a universal agreement reached by everyone 
and applicable to all countries, an ambitious flexible, balanced, long-lasting and dynamic 
agreement with a long-term goal to preserve our planet.  
 
Of course, a lot still needs to be done. As Presidency of the conference, we feel the pressure to 
deliver this universal agreement that the world has long been waiting for. But we also feel 
tremendous support from all over the world from all institutional partners and from the civil 
society.   
 
For Paris to be a success, we need to have you all on board.  This is  not only about environment,  
every step towards an ambitious universal agreement is also a new step towards a better and a 
safer world. 

 
I therefore wish you all, very interesting and fruitful debates, on the occasion of this Security Day, 
an excellent initiative of the Secretary General. 
 

Thank you, 


