
PCOEW7897 Translation by OSCE Language Services 

The OSCE Secretariat bears no responsibility for the content of this document PC.DEL/340/19 

and circulates it without altering its content. The distribution by OSCE 29 March 2019 

Conference Services of this document is without prejudice to OSCE decisions, OSCE+ 

as set out in documents agreed by OSCE participating States. ENGLISH 

 Original: FRENCH 

 

Delegation of France 

 

 

STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR VÉRONIQUE ROGER-LACAN, 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF FRANCE TO THE OSCE, 

AT THE 1221st MEETING OF THE OSCE PERMANENT COUNCIL 
 

28 March 2019 

 

 

 I should like to exercise France’s right of reply to the statement by the Permanent Representative of 

Russia, which attempts to establish a parallel between two legislations that are not comparable. 

 

 The aim of the law combating the manipulation of information adopted in France on 

20 November 2018 is to supplement our legal arsenal by creating a duty for online platform operators to 

co-operate and giving the competent authorities the means to act commensurate with the speed at which 

false information is disseminated during election periods. 

 

 It has thus created a new legal injunction to stop the diffusion of false information during the three 

months preceding a national election. The urgent applications judge appealed to must determine within 

48 hours whether this false information has been diffused “artificially or automatically” and “on a massive 

scale”. 

 

 The Council of State determined that the law respects fundamental freedoms, including freedom of 

expression as it is guaranteed by Article 11 of the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen of 

1789 and Article 10 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 

Freedoms. The Constitutional Council subsequently pronounced the law to be in compliance with the French 

Constitution. 

 

 By contrast, the Russian Presidential Council for Civil Society and Human Rights appealed 

unsuccessfully for the draft law against the propagation of disinformation in Russia be reviewed so as to 

take account of international standards and the Russian Constitution. As stressed in the statement by the 

European Union, we are concerned that this law will further restrict freedom of expression in Russia, which 

is ranked 148th out of 180 countries in terms of freedom of the press by Reporters Without Borders. 

 

 Finally, the judicial review of the French law by an independent expert commissioned by the OSCE 

Representative on Freedom of the Media recalled that other democracies had recently established tools to 

respond to influencing strategies that have been developed for that purpose by third States. 


