
How to build digital safety for 

journalism?  

Best practices and next steps 

#DigiSafe #JournoSafe #SOFJO 
Side Event organized by the Group of Friends on Safety of Journalists 

Wednesday 18 September 2019, Meeting room 2,  8.15-9.45 
on the margins of the 2019 OSCE Human Dimension Implementation MeeTing 

Freedom of expression and free flow of information are 

cornerstones of public debate and democracy. Safety for 

journalists and other media actors is therefore vital for open, 

dynamic democratic societies. With the rise of digital platforms, 

ensuring the safety for journalists, as well as their families and 

sources, has become even more complex. While digital 

innovations have increased access to information and provided 

platforms for everyone to contribute to public debate, these 

technologies can also be used to attack and threaten journalists in 

new ways. Digital safety, a topic which is highlighted in the 2018 

OSCE Milan Decision on Safety of Journalists, can include the 

risks of becoming targets of hacking, unlawful or arbitrary 

surveillance, interception of communication or online harassment 

and intimidation, which can deter journalists and other media 

actors from continuing their work or lead to self-censorship.  

 
This side event will focus on how to increase digital safety for 

journalists and other media actors, with specific emphasis on 

sharing best practices and practical recommendations for further 

action. During the side event, participants are asked to actively 

engage in the discussion by providing workable solutions on how 

to build digital safety for all people working in the field of 

journalism, including people who are sources for journalists as 

well as human rights defenders. 

 
The following questions may be addressed:  

 What can journalists and civil society organisations do to 

increase their digital safety?  

 What steps can States take to improve digital safety?  

 What role is gender playing when using new digital 

technologies and what can be done to address the specific 

threats faced by women journalists?  

 

The UNESCO survey “Building Digital Safety for Journalism: a 

survey of selected issues” can be used as a starting point for the 

discussions. 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000232358
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000232358


 

 

 

 

Programme  
 

8.15 – 8.20:            Welcome  

Permanent Representative of Sweden to the OSCE,  

Ambassador Ulrika Funered 

Permanent Representative of The Kingdom of The 

Netherlands to the OSCE, Ambassador Jeroen 

Boender of   

 

8.20 - 8.30:            Introduction  

Mr. Harlem Desir, OSCE Representative on Freedom 

of the Media 

 

8.30 – 9.00:            Setting the scene by an expert panel 

Ms. Fanny Hidvegi, Europe Policy Manager, Access 

Now  

Mr. Andrea Cairola, Programme Specialist in the 

Division for Freedom of Expression and Media 

Development, Communication and Information 

Sector, UNESCO  

Ms. Jessikka Aro, Investigative Reporter, Finnish 

Broadcasting Company YLE  

 

9.00 – 9.45:            Group discussion  

Moderated by Ms. Fanny Hidvegi, Europe Policy 

Manager, Access Now 

 

~ Refreshments and a buffet breakfast will be 
provided by the organisers ~ 

The informal OSCE Group of Friends on the Safety of Journalists, created in 2018, aims to keep the topic of safety of 
journalists – in its broad understanding – high on the OSCE agenda. To that end, the Group of Friends focuses on 

strengthening implementation of commitments and raising awareness on inter alia State’s responsibility to ensure a safe and 
enabling environment for journalists and other media actors to perform their work independently and without undue 

interference. The Group of Friends on the Safety of Journalists, co-chaired by France, Lithuania and Sweden, gathers 16 
delegations: Austria, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Latvia, Lithuania, Montenegro, the 

Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the United States of America. 


