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The EU warmly welcomes the OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine, 

H.E. Ambassador Madina Jarbussynova, to the Permanent Council and 

thanks her for her comprehensive report. 

The EU reiterates its support for the Project Co-ordinator’s work that 

spans all three dimensions of the OSCE. The EU fully supports the Co-

ordinator’s focus on projects that assist Ukraine in the implementation of 

its OSCE commitments as well as in areas of key relevance to Ukraine’s 

further political association and economic integration with the EU in the 

framework of the Eastern Partnership. These include judicial reform, free 

and fair elections and the acceleration of the reforms set out in the 

Association Agenda. 

The EU commends the Co-ordinator for her election activities, including 

developing election training capacity and enhancing voter awareness. 

We strongly support the need for her continued involvement, as well as 

that of ODIHR, in the strengthening of the electoral process. In this 

context, we recall the joint statements by High Representative Ashton 

and Commissioner Füle on the recent parliamentary elections in Ukraine, 

particularly their statement of 12 November, in which they expressed 

concern about the conduct of the post electoral process and referred to 

the shortcomings and problems identified by the OSCE/ODIHR.  
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The EU strongly supports all efforts by OSCE structures to bring Ukraine 

closer to fully implementing its commitments on freedom of the media. In 

this context, we are pleased to note the relevant activities carried out by 

the Co-ordinator during the reporting period, including with regard to 

improving relations between law enforcement agencies and journalists, 

and forming practical regulatory approaches to new audio-visual media.  

We encourage the continuation of the Co-ordinator’s efforts to facilitate 

building trust between Ukrainian authorities and civil society, including 

with respect to the implementation of the new Law on Public 

Associations. 

Within the Rule of Law and Human Rights Programme, the EU fully 

supports the Co-ordinator’s engagement in supporting Ukraine’s efforts 

to implement its OSCE and other international commitments in these 

areas as well as enhance its legislative and judicial mechanisms and 

capacities in this regard. We appreciate the resumption of the Co-

ordinator’s activities in support of the implementation of commitments 

under the Optional Protocol to the United Nations Convention against 

Torture (OPCAT). We also endorse the Co-ordinator’s targeted support 

to Ukraine in its anti-corruption endeavours and in its efforts to combat 

trafficking in human beings. 

We also support the Co-ordinator’s work in the activities to dispose of 

toxic rocket fuel component (mélange) and explosive remnants of war. 

For the Co-ordinator’s work to be effective, an efficient project approval 

cycle is of the utmost importance. We commend the Co-ordinator’s 

efforts to date and would like to urge all stakeholders involved to work to 

this end. We regret that five projects planned for 2012, including one on 

supporting civil society engagement on Ukraine’s OSCE chairmanship, 

were not implemented as approval by Ukrainian authorities was still 

pending. We would welcome the views of both the Co-ordinator and 



Ukraine on what more could be done to improve the current 

arrangements for approving projects. 

We believe the Co-ordinator will remain a valuable partner for Ukraine in 

its preparations for, and during the, 2013 OSCE Chairmanship. The EU 

would like to take this opportunity to recall its willingness to work closely 

with Ukraine as incoming Chairmanship and to reiterate that the role of 

OSCE Chairmanship brings with it particular responsibilities and 

expectations. We expect Ukraine to demonstrate to the OSCE 

community its unequivocal adherence to OSCE values, principles and 

commitments.   

In conclusion, we would like to thank again Ambassador Jarbussynova 

for her report and to wish her and her team the best in their work. 


