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EU statement in reply to the address by the Chairperson-in-Office, 
the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade of Ireland, 

H.E. Eamon Gilmore 
 

      
The EU congratulates H.E. Eamon Gilmore, the Tánaiste and Minister 

for Foreign Affairs and Trade of Ireland, on the assumption of the 

functions of the Chairperson-in-Office of the OSCE. We warmly 

welcome you to the Permanent Council for the first time in your new 

capacity. 

 

We thank you for the address outlining the priorities of the Irish 

Chairmanship. You have our full support in your efforts to defend and 

promote the core values and principles of the organisation. We share 

your view of the importance of adopting a strategic approach in order 

for the OSCE to continue making an effective contribution to ensuring 

the security, stability and prosperity of the people of the OSCE area. 

 

At the OSCE Summit in Astana we committed ourselves to the vision 

of a free, democratic, common and indivisible Euro-Atlantic and 
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Eurasian security community stretching from Vancouver to Vladivostok. 

First steps to advance this vision and to make it more concrete were 

taken in 2011 including at the Ministerial Council in Vilnius. The EU 

would like to see this discussion continue and strengthen our common 

vision by taking further decisions at the Ministerial Council in Dublin in 

this regard.  

 

The OSCE comprehensive concept of security has at its core the 

promotion of and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

democracy and the rule of law. Progress in these areas is a key EU 

priority.  The historic developments in the Southern Mediterranean 

have illustrated the universality of human rights and fundamental 

freedoms. The EU is concerned that those same values are 

increasingly called into question in some parts of the OSCE region, as 

you rightly mentioned in your address. 

 

The EU highly appreciates the intention of the Irish Chairmanship to 

continue the excellent work done by the Lithuanian Chairmanship in 

the field of fundamental freedoms and human rights, in particular its 

focus on media freedom which we believe should include safety of 

journalists. We share the assessment that the threat to freedom of 

expression online is growing. We will work to ensure that OSCE 

commitments in relation to freedom of expression and freedom of the 

media apply to all forms and means through which these freedoms are 

exercised. We welcome the intention of the Chairmanship to organise 

a meeting on digital media in Dublin.  
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We look forward to hearing more about the Chairmanship’s priorities 

for Human Dimension meetings and share the hope for an early 

agreement, within OSCE deadlines, on topics on Human Dimension 

events for 2012. 

 

The EU welcomes the intention of the Chairmanship to work closely 

with the Office of Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR), 

the Representative on Freedom of the Media and the High 

Commissioner on National Minorities. The EU expresses its strong 

support to these institutions and their autonomy. 

 

The EU calls on all participating States to meet their OSCE 

commitments in respect of inviting observers to their elections, in a 

timely manner and without any restrictions.  Ensuring follow up to 

recommendations of the OSCE institutions, including 

recommendations from election observation missions, should remain a 

priority for all participating States.  

 

Mr. Chairperson, 

We welcome the Chairmanship’s intention to promote lasting 

settlements of protracted conflicts in the OSCE region. The EU is 

encouraged by the successful resumption of official 5+2 talks on the 

Settlement of the Transdniestrian conflict in Vilnius on 30 November 

and 1 December 2011. We appeal to the parties to seize the 

opportunity created by the resumption of these talks to advance on the 
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substance of the settlement matters, based on the sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of the Republic of Moldova. The EU welcomes the 

intention of the presidents of Armenia and Azerbaijan to continue the 

direct dialogue on a resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, while 

we continue to be concerned about the lack of progress “on the 

ground”. In this respect, we support the Minsk Group Co-Chairs 

initiatives and efforts to propose to all parties additional measures 

aimed at strengthening the implementation of the ceasefire, improving 

the atmosphere “on the ground”, and promoting understanding among 

people in the region. We reiterate our firm support for the Geneva 

discussions and the security and stability of Georgia, based on full 

respect for the principles of independence, sovereignty and territorial 

integrity, recognised by international law.  

 

We welcome the Chairperson-in-Office’s initiative to host a conference 

which will present aspects of the Northern Ireland example as a case 

study. 

 

We emphasise the importance of achieving tangible progress towards 

resolution of the protracted conflicts, which constitutes a top priority of 

the EU. The EU would like to assure the Chairperson-in-Office and his 

two Special Representatives for the Conflicts of its full support to their 

efforts.  

 

The EU believes the Vilnius Ministerial Council decision on elements of 

the conflict cycle was an important step forward in our efforts to 
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enhance the organisation’s ability to prevent and respond to conflicts 

and crisis in the OSCE area. We welcome the Chairmanship’s focus on 

the implementation of this decision. In this context we look forward to 

the report of the Secretary General on 16 July 2012.  

 

Mr. Chairperson, 

The EU shares the view that further progress is needed in the Politico-

Military dimension towards the goal of the Security Community as 

identified at the Astana Summit. Reflecting on our respective efforts to 

enhance arms control and confidence building measures should 

indeed lead to concrete results and deliver tangible benefits. To this 

end, negotiations, deliberations and dialogue in the Forum for Security 

Cooperation (FSC) are needed as tasked for 2012 by the Vilnius 

Ministerial Council. We emphasise the importance of enhancing and 

modernising conventional arms control and confidence and security 

building measures. We hope that other participating States will join EU 

members in seeking to further update and modernise the Vienna 

Document during 2012, in order to bring it into line with realities of the 

political and military situation that pertains in the OSCE area.  

 

The EU welcomes the intention of the Chairmanship to continue efforts 

in tackling transnational threats, which remains an EU priority. We 

underline the particular importance of working with other international 

actors in this field. We should build on the good progress in tackling 

TNT’s which we achieved in the process leading up to the Vilnius 

Ministerial Council, and on the guiding decision our ministers adopted 



�

�� 6

there. In that vein, we look forward to further strengthened coherence 

and coordination following the swift creation of a department in the 

Secretariat to address transnational threats. Like the Chairmanship the 

EU attaches priority to a cross-dimensional perspective in this area, 

particularly in promoting and respecting human dimension 

commitments while addressing transnational threats. 

 

Within the Economic and Environmental Dimension, the EU welcomes 

the Chairmanship’s focus on the promotion of security and stability 

through Good Governance. In 2012, the EU will support further 

strengthening of the dialogue on evolving economic and environmental 

challenges to our security. The envisaged review of the 2003 

Maastricht Strategy in the face of these challenges will be most helpful 

in order to strengthen the effectiveness of the Second Dimension in 

contributing to confidence and security in the OSCE area.  

 

Mr. Chairperson, 

We are looking forward to the implementation of the important 

decisions taken at the Vilnius Ministerial Council on Partners for 

Cooperation and on Engagement with Afghanistan and we share your 

wish to see progress towards the future accession of Mongolia to the 

OSCE.  

 

The EU attaches great importance to all OSCE field operations. We 

appreciate their valuable contribution in promoting the OSCE 

commitments and in assisting participating States in this regard. We 
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particularly welcome the appointment of women as heads of 2 OSCE-

field missions last year and expect to see increasingly more women in 

senior positions within the whole organisation. 

 

Mr. Chairperson, 

In conclusion let me wish you every success in this challenging task 

and reiterate our full support for the Irish Chairperson-in-Office. We 

look forward to working with you and your team throughout the year. 

  

 

 

The acceding country CROATIA*, the candidate countries, THE FORMER YUGOSLAV 

REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA, MONTENEGRO and ICELAND**, the countries of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates countries ALBANIA, BOSNIA 

AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the European Free Trade Association country 

LIECHTENSTEIN, members of the European Economic Area, as well as the REPUBLIC OF 

MOLDOVA, ANDORRA and SAN MARINO align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of 

the Stabilisation and Association Process. 

 

**Iceland continues to be a member of EFTA and the European Economic    Area. 

 


