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Mr Chairperson, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great honour and privilege for me to address this session of the OSCE 

2011 Mongolian Conference in Ulaanbaatar on behalf of the European Union.  

The EU would like to express its warmest gratitude to the Mongolian government 

for their kind hospitality and we thank the Lithuanian Chairmanship, as well as 

the Kazakh Chair of the Contact Group, for the excellent preparation and 

organisation of this event.  

Mr Chairperson, 

In military transparency, as in other areas of our comprehensive approach to 

security, the EU favours increased co-operation between international actors, 

based on mutually beneficial exchanges of best practices and lessons learned.  

The OSCE has been playing a pioneering role in the development of military 

transparency in the context of European security co-operation. The OSCE’s 

extensive acquis of CSBMs has played a fundamental role in ensuring sustained 

security and stability, as well as in developing trust and confidence levels 

amongst participating States.  

Despite significant differences in the Asian context, the OSCE’s achievements, 

as well as the challenges faced over the years in implementing and developing 
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its CSBMs framework, represent an important capital of experiences that we 

must be ready to share, first of all in the context of our Partnerships. 

Likewise, we consider the OSCE has an interest in interacting closely with 

current efforts being carried out in this regard in the Asian context – either in 

bilateral or multilateral frameworks like CICA and the ARF – especially when 

taking into account the significant global implications of Asian security issues. 

Mr Chairperson, 

Transnational threats (TNTs) by definition do not stop at the outer rim  

of the OSCE area.  

Both the OSCE participating States and the OSCE Partners for Co-operation find 

themselves apparently united in the necessity, but also opportunity to jointly 

counter these increasing challenges to security, like terrorism and extremism, 

illegal trafficking of drugs, human beings and small arms and light weapons, 

other kinds of organized crime as well as illegal migration and acts against cyber-

security. Strengthening the mandates and structures for TNT-related activities of 

the OSCE continues to be a priority of the EU in 2011, in particular for the 

forthcoming Ministerial Council in Vilnius. 

For several years already, this thematic area has witnessed joint activities and 

interaction with our OSCE Partners for Co-operation. A particular focus has been 

on OSCE’s regional efforts with regard to threats stemming from the area of 

Afghanistan. Based on these experiences, the Ministerial Council in Athens, the 

Corfu Process and the Summit meeting in Astana have explicitly called for 

exploiting the potential of interaction with the OSCE Partners for Co-operation 

still further while strengthening synergies.  

Asian Partners for Co-operation face different kinds and degrees of transnational 

threats, and so vary their respective capacities and their need for international 

and regional co-operation and assistance, including collaboration with the OSCE.  
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Therefore, the EU believes that future and enhanced interaction should 

correspond to the explicit requests by individual Partners for Co-operation and 

should refer to and draw on comparative strengths that the OSCE can offer. Our 

co-operation should be needs-oriented and geared to the OSCE added-value. It 

should avoid duplication with respect to the efforts other international actors, 

notably the United Nations and regional arrangements in Asia. 

In this sense, certain tools in the OSCE´s toolbox on TNT-related activities might 

be well suited for interaction, for example continued exchange of information and 

best-practices or projects on capacity building. Making Partners for Co-operation 

members in the OSCE´s National Focal Point Network on Border Management 

and Security would be a case in point.  Certain OSCE programmes on countering 

TNT might add specific value and expertise to Asian Partners’ efforts, for 

example in the field of democratic policing and building police capacity, border 

management and security, respect for human rights and the rule of law in 

jurisdiction to counter terrorist acts and organized crime.  

Together, we should explore further and make more visible which elements of the 

OSCE toolbox would offer added value, and identify concrete needs and 

requests of the Asian Partners for Co-operation vis-à-vis the OSCE. 

The EU thinks that the regular meetings of the Contact Group with the Asian 

Partners for Co-operation in Vienna could be used systematically to this end. The 

recent background paper and presentation of the Secretariat at the Contact 

Group on co-operation on TNT-related issues were a good initiative in this 

direction.  

Mr Chairperson, 

Allow me briefly to underline that the fight against drugs is a global issue that 

needs to be addressed in a transnational context, although it is experienced 

primarily at local and national level.  
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Afghanistan is the wellspring of the global opium trade, accounting for 93 per 

cent of all opium poppy cultivation. About 80 per cent of the drugs derived from 

Afghan opium poppies are smuggled out of Afghanistan by transnational 

organised criminal groups. Drug trafficking threatens security and development 

by enriching and empowering organised criminal groups, creating instability and 

feeding corruption.  

In this regard, EU efforts are geared towards a co-ordination of all the actors 

involved. The EU takes international action with a combination of political 

initiatives, like action plans and dialogues on drugs with various regions of the 

world, as well as assistance through development programmes. 

Mr Chairperson, 

The EU looks forward to discussing during this conference some concrete ideas 

for targeted co-operation in the area of TNTs, and to continue this dialogue both 

at the forthcoming Annual Security Review Conference 2011 end of June and at 

the regular meetings of the Contact Group.  

We aim at fostering and at making our interaction with the Asian Partners for Co-

operation still more practical in order to jointly tackle transnational threats and 

challenges through the OSCE. 

 

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 

MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidate countries BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the European 

Free Trade Association country NORWAY, member of the European Economic Area, as well as the 

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA and ARMENIA align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 


