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EU statement – Session 2 

 

Mr Chairperson, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The European Union welcomes this opportunity to discuss issues relating to 

economic co-operation, in particular transport and energy security, in the 

framework of this Conference.   

The European Union believes that economic development, also through 

transportation, needs a comprehensive approach where sustainable 

development is fully ensured. The integration of environmental and social 

considerations into the economic development is crucial in this sense.   

We support efforts to stimulate political dialogue, including at a sub-regional 

level, on the role of economic development and environmental protection in 

furthering and maintaining peace, stability and security. 

Challenges faced by landlocked countries in securing access to markets and the 

facilitation of transport at cross-borders, including in regards to Afghanistan, is of 

high importance. Efficient and professionalised management of Border Crossing 

Points (BCPs) are essential to strengthen border security and to facilitate 

legitimate trade and thus foster development, good governance, transparency 

and inter-state confidence. 
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As we alluded to in Session 1, modern and comprehensive border management 

is instrumental in facilitating the licit movement of goods and persons, and 

helping to address criminal activity and threats to national and regional security. It 

encompasses relevant activities from across the OSCE’s three dimensions, and 

plays to the strengths of the organisation. The EU fully supports the 

implementation of the 2005 OSCE border Security and Management Concept, in 

particular through the introduction of its key principles of co-operation between 

pS and the promotion of regional co-operation, which complements the EU 

Integrated Border Management approach. The EU has a number of relevant 

instruments and is willing to share its experience in this field with the OSCE and 

its Partners. In this context, we look forward to continuing this discussion also in 

the framework of our Contact Group and we welcome the opportunity presented 

by the presentation next September by Afghanistan on the role of the OSCE in 

strengthening the capacity of the Border Police and the Counter-Narcotics Police 

of Afghanistan. 

Mr Chairperson, 

The EU considers energy security to be part of the OSCE’s comprehensive 

approach to security and we believe that the OSCE has a complementary role to 

play. The EU recognises that the increasing energy interdependence between 

producing, consuming and transit countries requires co-operative dialogue, in 

order to enhance transparency, reliability and co-operation and promote 

confidence in the energy field, as well as to strengthen the ability of the 

international community, to prevent disruptions of energy supplies and resolve 

energy-related disputes.  

Moreover, the EU believes that the OSCE should maintain and further develop 

relations with OSCE Partners for Co-operation, as well as other international 

actors that are also involved in addressing aspects of energy security. The OSCE 

will be better able to understand how it can best complement the work of other 
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actors thus bringing its added-value, particularly when issues that threaten 

peace, stability or security within the OSCE region are concerned. 

The EU underlines that the interrelated challenges of climate change, energy 

security, efficient use of energy resources and the development and use of new 

and renewable sources of energy are amongst the issues that participating 

States and Partners should address in the strategic perspective of ensuring 

sustainable development.  

Stability, predictability and respect for the rule of law are core factors in attracting 

investment in the oil and gas industry, and in meeting the energy security 

objective. Both in the private and public spheres, transparency and good 

governance drive stability and predictability, therefore we should also concentrate 

efforts in this area. 

Mr Chairperson, 

The EU looks forward to discussing during this conference some concrete ideas 

for targeted co-operation and to continue this dialogue at the regular meetings of 

the Contact Group. 

 

 

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 

MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidate countries BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the European 

Free Trade Association country NORWAY, member of the European Economic Area, as well as the 

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA and ARMENIA align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 


