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Mr Chairperson, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The EU welcomes this opportunity to outline, on the margins of the Conference, 

its view on the way forward regarding OSCE engagement with Afghanistan. 

Already at the Madrid OSCE Ministerial Council, OSCE participating States 

acknowledged the importance of Afghanistan’s long-term security and stability for 

the security of the OSCE area, and in particular for Central Asia, and decided on 

an enhanced engagement with this important partner country. These 

commitments have recently been reconfirmed at the Astana Summit. 

The OSCE contributes to the existing international engagement and effort in the 

stabilisation of Afghanistan and in improvements of its capabilities. In this regard, 

the OSCE’s approach to Afghanistan should be cross-cutting and cross-

dimensional, ranging across a wide variety of OSCE funds and programmes. 

Although the Ministerial Decision focused mainly on OSCE activities aimed at 

strengthening the management of borders between Central Asian states and 

Afghanistan, the EU also sees potential for OSCE engagement in other fields. 

One of them deserving further exploration is the one discussed at this side event. 

We must, however, take into account the activities of other international players, 
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avoid unnecessary duplications and have in mind financial and security 

implications. 

Mr Chairperson, 

EU efforts in Afghanistan concentrate on strengthening state capacity and 

institutions, promoting good governance by working with and through the Afghan 

Government, and fostering effective and accountable state institutions, human 

rights and efficient public administration. We dedicate quite substantive personal 

and financial recourses to this end. In this regard, one of EU priorities in capacity 

building includes a stronger and wider engagement of women in the governance, 

diplomatic services and development processes. 

In brief, the EU focuses on the enhancement of Afghanistan capabilities and we 

are ready to use our know-how and best practices in further deliberations in this 

regard. The EU thus supports further engagement with Afghanistan through 

inviting Afghan experts to relevant OSCE conferences, seminars and workshops. 

Equally important is the sincere feedback from our Afghan counterparts on the 

usefulness of the OSCE engagement and on the added-value of projects, 

conferences and seminars. We must attentively listen to their needs and wishes. 

Moreover, it is necessary to emphasise that international assistance must be a 

transition strategy, focusing on enabling the Afghan government to assume full 

responsibility, while the international community gradually takes a more 

supportive role. 

In conclusion, we would like to stress the importance of close co-operation 

between the OSCE and other relevant partners and organisations present in 

Afghanistan. In this regard, the EU looks forward to continuing the practice of a 

constructive co-operation with the OSCE as regards assistance to Afghanistan. 
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The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 

MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidate countries BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the European 

Free Trade Association country NORWAY, member of the European Economic Area, as well as THE 

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA and ARMENIA align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 

 


