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Mr Chairperson, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

This conference is timely for us, participating States and Partners, to engage in 

increased exchanges on our mutual experiences in promoting human rights and 

fundamental freedoms, democracy and the rule of law.  

The EU is of the opinion that sustainable security and stability can only be 

achieved when human rights, fundamental freedoms, democracy and the rule of 

law are upheld, as recently reaffirmed in the Astana Declaration. This conviction 

is at the core of the OSCE comprehensive security concept.  

The OSCE has developed an extensive set of Human Dimension commitments, 

as well as created institutions to assist participating States in this regard.  

In particular, the EU highlights its firm support to the Office of Democratic 

Institutions and Human Rights. The ODIHR represents a key asset in our 

Organisation and we highly appreciate the quality of its work, as well as its 

autonomy and impartiality. In this respect, the EU welcomes the recent 

presentation by a representative of the ODIHR in the framework of the Asian 

Contact Group on democratisation and possible co-operation with Asian 

Partners. 
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Mr Chairperson, 

We believe that this Conference represents an ideal opportunity to once again 

focus on the Freedom of the Media, two years after the very positive exchange 

we had in Tokyo.  

Freedom of the Media is a priority of the European Union within the OSCE and 

an issue that we would find interesting to discuss also with our Partners for 

Cooperation. Media freedom is a fundamental element of democratic societies 

and a vital component in the protection of all other freedoms and liberties.  

Therefore, the EU is deeply concerned by the fact that, around the world, 

journalists are faced with physical violence, detention, harassment, intimidation, 

economic pressure or other forms of interference for making use of their right to 

freedom of expression. The increasing recourse by states to restrict the use of 

new technologies such as the Internet, by for example blocking websites and 

web domains, is another reason for concern. This undermines the potential these 

technologies have to promote the freedom of expression and the EU would like to 

emphasise that the existing commitments on freedom of the media and 

expression apply to all media irrespective of the technology used.  

In the framework of the OSCE, the EU highly values the assistance of the 

Representative on Freedom of the Media to the participating States in fulfilling 

our OSCE media freedom commitments. In this regard, the EU would view 

positively the possibility of having an exchange with the Representative in the 

framework of our regular meetings of the Asian Contact Group. 

We also favour vigorous dialogue with civil society. We pay tribute to the courage 

of their members, who, often in difficult circumstances, play a leading role in the 

protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms.  
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Lastly, we would like to reiterate the EU’s strong belief in the importance of 

addressing present and future challenges in the human dimension within the 

framework of our Asian Partnership.  

Mr Chairperson, 

As this is the last time I am taking the floor as a representative of the EU, we 

would like to express our warmest gratitude to the Mongolian government for 

their kind hospitality and we thank the Lithuanian Chairmanship, as well as the 

Kazakh Chair of the Contact Group, for the excellent preparation and 

organisation of this event.  

 

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 

MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidate countries BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the European 

Free Trade Association country NORWAY, member of the European Economic Area, as well as the 

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA and ARMENIA align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 

 


