
�

EUROPEAN UNION 

euoffice@osce.org � eeas.europa.eu/delegations/vienna � PAGE 1/3 

OSCE Permanent Council Nr 920 
Vienna, 12 July 2012 

 

EU statement in response to the report by the OSCE High 
Commissioner on National Minorities, H.E. Ambassador 

Knut Vollebaek 

The European Union and its Member States warmly welcome H.E. 

Ambassador Knut Vollebaek back to the Permanent Council and thank 

him for his comprehensive report. 

We reiterate our strong support for the institution of the High 

Commissioner on National Minorities, which is a core OSCE conflict 

prevention instrument.  

We commend the Institution for accumulating over the last twenty years 

so much important experience in dealing with inter-ethnic relations. We 

agree with the High Commissioner that it is a great challenge to find a 

careful balance between policies of integration and inclusion and those 

of recognition and accommodation of diversity. We note the launching, in 

Ljubljana later this year, of a new set of guidelines on integration in 

diverse societies. We also note the reference in the report to the 

Bolzano/Bozen recommendations on National Minorities in Inter-State 

Relations.  

We highly appreciate the work done by the High Commissioner, also in 

EU Member States, and can assure Mr Vollebaek and other participating 

States that those Member States that feature in the report will study its 

comments and recommendations carefully. 
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We commend the work done on promoting a multilingual education 

system in the Republic of Moldova and the close cooperation of the High 

Commissioner with the Government to achieve this. We encourage the 

High Commissioner to continue his work on improving the situation in 

Latin-script schools in the Transdniestrian region. 

Concerning the situation in Kosovo, we share the High Commissioner’s 

concern about the still fragile security environment. We therefore once 

more urge all sides to focus efforts on resolving outstanding issues 

through the EU facilitated dialogue. Dialogue is the only way to ensure 

the inclusion of all sides’ views. 

We support the High Commissioner’s work done in Skopje on integrated 

education, and we share the view that for building a successful multi-

ethnic State more needs to be done, particularly in light of occasional 

inter-ethnic incidents. Deepening the implementation of the Ohrid 

Framework Agreement is a vital priority for the former Yugoslav Republic 

of Macedonia, and the Government must work closely on this with 

politicians from all parties and with civil society.  

As for the activities in Georgia, we highly appreciate the support given to 

the development of a multilingual education program and the High 

Commissioner’s continued engagement on repatriation of the 

Meskhetians. We would like to emphasize the need for a strong OSCE 

presence in Georgia, to which the High Commissioner also referred. 

We welcome his reporting on his visits to Central Asia and his initiatives 

in that region on the rights of persons belonging to national minorities. 

We understand that, despite a few positive signals, the protection of the 

rights of persons belonging to national minorities and regional security 

should remain high on the agenda.  
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Looking ahead, we welcome the intent of the coming Ukrainian OSCE 

chairmanship to have a fruitful cooperation with OSCE institutions, and 

we expect a close dialogue and interaction between the High 

Commissioner and the Ukrainian authorities in the run up to and during 

the Chairmanship. 

Next year, the Office of the High Commissioner on National Minorities 

will mark its 20th anniversary. We look forward to the anniversary 

conference to be held in The Hague in March 2013.  

In concluding, we once again thank Ambassador Vollebaek and his staff 

for their outstanding work and express full support for the High 

Commissioner and his team. 
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