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The European Union warmly welcomes H.E. Ambassador Werner Almhofer, 

Head of the OSCE Mission in Kosovo (OMIK), back to the Permanent Council 

and would like to thank him for his detailed report. We appreciate the valuable 

work carried out by the Mission through its headquarters and its broad field 

presence throughout Kosovo. 

The EU remains strongly committed to building a peaceful, democratic and multi-

ethnic Kosovo within Europe with full respect for the rule of law, the protection of 

non-Albanian communities and of Kosovo's cultural and religious heritage. OMIK 

plays an important role in the realisation of this goal and continues to enjoy full 

support of the European Union.  

The recent events in northern Kosovo underline the importance of OMIK’s 

continued presence and work. We commend KFOR and EULEX in their role in 

de-escalating the situation, and we call on all parties to fully co-operate with 

them. The EU reiterates its call on all sides to refrain from violence and to solve 

their differences peacefully, for the benefit of all. In this regard, the EU underlines 

its support for the dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina as the only way 

forward. The EU urges all sides to focus efforts on resolving the underlying 

issues through the EU facilitated dialogue, to reach concrete results in the 
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dialogue meeting on 2 September and to implement promptly and thoroughly the 

agreements made previously, including on 2 July. OMIK, both through its specific 

mandate in core areas and through its confidence-building activity on the ground, 

contributes to creating a favourable environment for this dialogue.  

The rule of law is paramount to stability and progress in Kosovo and remains 

high on the EU’s agenda. We welcome OMIK’s work in supporting judicial reform 

and assisting the implementation of community policing. The EU stresses the 

important work of EULEX in this field, particularly in the fight against corruption 

and focusing on organised crime and war crimes cases. EULEX has the 

mandate, jurisdiction and resources to undertake an objective investigation into 

allegations contained in the report adopted by the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Council of Europe on 25 January 2011. In this context, the EU urges all to co-

operate fully with EULEX, including the contribution to witness protection 

programmes.  

In general, the EU also recalls its willingness to assist in the economic and 

political development of Kosovo through a clear European perspective, in line 

with the European perspective of the region. 

Given the changes in the international presence and, in particular, the 

reconfiguration of UNMIK, KFOR as well as of OMIK, a steady exchange of 

information among all international actors on the ground – including the 

European Union – is indispensable. We welcome the Mission’s emphasis on co-

ordinating its engagement with that of other international actors. The recent 

exchange of letters between OMIK and EULEX, establishing a mechanism for co-

operation in training the Kosovo police, is an excellent example.  

We encourage OMIK to continue its co-operation with EULEX in areas where 

OMIK's experience can provide added value.  

OMIK's close relationship to all ethnic communities, its longstanding expertise in 

building local capacities and its broad field presence gives the Mission a unique 
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position within the international presence in Kosovo and enables OMIK to be a 

trusted partner, in particular in case of tensions. We therefore appreciate OMIK’s 

contributions in monitoring, protection and promotion of human rights, including 

community rights, its support for community dialogue and access to education. 

We support its endeavours to help create conditions for sustainable returns and 

the resolution of conflict-related property claims.  

We also appreciate OMIK’s support for development of institutions, such as the 

Central Election Commission, the Independent Media Commission, the 

Independent Oversight Board or the Ombudsperson, and its engagement on 

strengthening civil society.  

Good Governance is an EU priority. We therefore welcome OMIK's work in 

monitoring and advising municipalities to ensure compliance with good 

governance principles and human rights standards. The EU commends all efforts 

aiming at an improved dialogue and awareness raising on public participation in 

municipal decision making. 

In concluding, we would like to thank Ambassador Almhofer and his staff for their 

excellent work.  

 

The candidate countries CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, 

MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and 

potential candidate country BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, the European Free Trade Association 

countries LIECHTENSTEIN and NORWAY, members of the European Economic Area, as well as 

UKRAINE, the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA, ARMENIA and SAN MARINO align themselves with this 

statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 


