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EU statement in response to the reports by the Chairpersons of 
the three committees  

 

The European Union thanks the Chair of the Security Committee, Ambassador 

Heiner Horsten, the Chair of the Economic and Environmental Committee, 

Ambassador Ihor Prokopchuk, and the Chair of the Human Dimension 

Committee, Ambassador Thomas Greminger, for their statements.  

The EU welcomes a close link between the work of the three committees and the 

Permanent Council. This illustrates the comprehensive concept of security that is 

at the core of the work of the OSCE. We also welcome the close interrelationship 

between the work plan of the Chairman-in-Office and the goal-oriented activities 

of the three committees and encourage close and frequent informal consultations 

between the relevant actors in this context, including of course representatives of 

the participating States around this table. Furthermore, we would appreciate to 

have more opportunities for interaction of this kind in order to assess the 

progress made in the course of the year. 

Let me repeat that the EU fully supports the goal that we need to work towards 

the realisation of a security community. Challenges ahead in this regard are both 

immediate and long-term. There is nothing theoretical about them. We welcome 

an open debate about these issues in the Permanent Council, also as regards 

situations west of Vienna. 
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Let me also repeat that in 2011, all participating States should focus on concrete, 

early action to reinforce the security in and of the OSCE area, based on the work 

done during last year and on the proposals made in the framework of the Corfu 

process and in the preparation of the Astana Summit.  

The EU fully supports the goals for OSCE activities related to addressing 

transnational threats outlined in the Lithuanian Chairmanship’s Work Programme. 

These goals echo the consensus achieved during the Corfu process and the 

Astana summit.  

The EU shares the assessment of the Chairperson of the Security Committee 

that “taking stock and looking forward” must set a new motion, show concrete 

action and visible results this year, and supports the draft Work Programme of 

the Security Committee Chairmanship, including discussions on establishing a 

co-ordinating function for OSCE activities on transnational threats in order to 

improve their programmatic coherence in the near future.  

The EU and its Member States are ready to engage actively and in a constructive 

manner in negotiations on further developing OSCE mandates, programmes and 

structures related to transnational threats. In doing so,  

we will also draw on our own common and national policies and expertise  

in areas like borders and immigration, judicial cross-border cooperation or 

countering terrorism and radicalisation.  

We stress the substantive importance of the economic and environmental 

dimension in the OSCE’s concept of comprehensive security and co-operation 

and its role in early warning, conflict prevention and resolution, crisis 

management and post-conflict rehabilitation. We believe that by developing 

closer co-operation and dialogue among participating States, the OSCE 

promotes mutual trust and builds confidence, both essential conditions for 

preventing and resolving conflicts. We look forward to advancing, in the 

Committee, the implementation of the Verbeek report’s recommendations, 
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including the confidence building role of the 2nd dimension. The EU continues to 

support the OSCE’s work in good governance, transparency, the rule of law and 

combating corruption.  

In line with the outcome of the OSCE Astana Summit, the EU believes that the 

OSCE should continue to enhance its energy security dialogue. Given the key 

mandate of the OSCE and its limited resources and with a view to avoiding 

duplication of activities of other international bodies in respect of energy security, 

the OSCE should clearly define its priorities regarding its activities on energy 

security issues. We support the efforts of the Lithuanian OSCE Chairmanship in 

reaching a clearer mandate for the OSCE on energy security matters. We call on 

the participating States and on the OSCE Secretariat to lend all the necessary 

support to these efforts.  

Respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms, democracy and the rule of law 

is at the core of the OSCE's comprehensive concept of security as reaffirmed by 

the Astana commemorative declaration. The EU underlines in particular the need 

to improve the implementation of the commitments undertaken freely by all 

participating States. In this regard, the EU supports the program outline of the 

Lithuanian Chairmanship in the Human Dimension and welcomes the Committee 

Chair’s pragmatic and result-oriented approach. We sincerely hope that his 

experience, enthusiasm and dedicated work, in close cooperation with the 

Lithuanian Chairmanship, will result in concrete outcomes on the needs identified 

in our Corfu and Astana discussions. 

The EU supports the intention of the HDC Chair to bring back the HDC to its 

original task envisaged in MC.DEC/17/06, namely to provide participating States 

with a platform where Human Dimension issues can be discussed in a less 

formal way. We look forward to discussions on the implementation of the 

commitments and institutions’ recommendations by participating States. The EU 
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also welcomes closer interaction between the HDC and OSCE executive 

structures and looks forward to substantive and productive thematic discussions.  

The EU is ready to engage in constructive discussions with all participating 

States on the proposed topics for the events in the Human Dimension in 2011. 

While we would have liked to see more of the EU priorities reflected in the 

programme planning, we will support the Chair’s effort to reach an early adoption 

of the HD agenda this year that would allow the Human Dimension Committee to 

focus on substantive, forward-looking issues. We hope that all delegations will 

adopt the same constructive attitude.  

With these words of welcome to the Chairs of the three committees the EU 

wishes to reiterate its intention to be guided by the four priorities set out for the 

Astana Summit. We need to utilise the OSCE’s expertise more effectively; 

identify a clearer profile of OSCE contributions and enhance activities in areas 

where the OSCE can deliver added value. Our leaders expect us to take a goal-

oriented approach and to promote concrete actions and to encourage the OSCE 

institutions and field missions to be vigilant in support of their mandates.  

 

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 

MACEDONIA*, ICELAND and MONTENEGRO, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidate countries ALBANIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the 

European Free Trade Association countries and members of the European Economic Area 

LIECHTENSTEIN and NORWAY, as well as UKRAINE, the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA, ANDORRA 

and SAN MARINO align themselves with this statement. 

*Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process. 

** Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 

 


