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The European Union warmly welcomes H.E. Ambassador Jean-Claude 
Schlumberger, Head of the OSCE Mission in Kosovo (OMiK), to the Permanent 
Council and thanks him for his comprehensive report. We appreciate the valuable 
work carried out by the Mission through its headquarters and its broad field 
presence throughout Kosovo. 

 

We remain strongly committed to building a peaceful, democratic and multi-ethnic 
Kosovo within Europe with full respect for the rule of law, the protection of non-
Albanian communities and of Kosovo's cultural and religious heritage. OMiK plays 
an important role in the realization of this goal and continues to enjoy the full 
support of the European Union.  

 

The developments and incidents around Orthodox Christmas and reactions in 
Kosovo following the removal of an unauthorised monument in Presevo underline 
the importance of the continued presence and work of the international 
community in Kosovo. The EU condemned the recent attacks by individuals on 
Serbian Orthodox sites in Kosovo and welcomes the clear condemnation of these 
acts by all political parties in Pristina. These incidents stress the importance of 
programmes in the area of rights of persons belonging to minorities carried out by 
OMiK and others. 

 

In this context, we also continue to support EULEX and KFOR in maintaining 
security and stability and we call on all parties to fully co-operate with them. We 
reiterate our call on all sides to refrain from violence and to solve their differences 
peacefully, for the benefit of all. We invite Kosovo to further develop an outreach 
plan for northern Kosovo in close co-operation with the European Union. 

 

We are encouraged by the recent results from the EU facilitated dialogue 
between Pristina and Belgrade and progress in implementation of previous 
agreements, including the implementation of IBM. In this framework, we would 
draw attention to the meeting that took place in Brussels yesterday evening 
between Tomislav Nikolic and Atifete Jahjaga facilitated by High Representative 
Ashton. The EU expects the two sides to continue and accelerate their work in 
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addressing all aspects of the relations between them. In this context, we 
encourage OMiK to build on its success in the field of promotion of regional co-
operation, working closely with the OSCE Mission to Serbia. 

 

The rule of law is paramount to stability and progress in Kosovo and remains high 
on our agenda. In this context, the EU reiterates its call on Kosovo to accelerate 
the pace of reforms. Major efforts are needed in particular to strengthen public 
administration reform and consolidate rule of law, in particular by providing 
evidence of the fight against organised crime and corruption, judicial reform and 
freedom of expression. We welcome OMiK’s work in the areas of combating 
corruption, organized crime, judicial reform and freedom of expression. We also 
welcome the focus on voluntary returns, on decentralised safety forums (Local 
Public Safety Committees) that ensure active participation of all ethnic 
communities, and community policing. 

 

We also stress the important work of EULEX in the field of rule of law. EULEX’s 
mandate and jurisdiction include the investigation of the allegations contained in 
the report adopted by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe on 25 
January 2011. EULEX has dedicated the necessary resources to this task. In this 
context, the EU urges all parties to co-operate fully with EULEX and facilitate its 
work, including by contributing to witness protection programmes. In the context 
of the recent change at the head of EULEX, the EU wants to express its gratitude 
to outgoing Head of Mission Xavier Bout de Marnhac for his excellent work and, 
at the same time, to convey a warm welcome to Ambassador Bernd Borchardt. 

 

We also recall the EU’s willingness to assist in the economic and political 
development of Kosovo through a clear European perspective, in line with the 
European perspective of the region. In this context, without prejudice to Member 
States' position on status, on 11 December 2012 the General Affairs Council of 
the European Union took note of the Feasibility Study for a Stabilisation and 
Association Agreement between the European Union and Kosovo.  

 

Given the changes in the configuration of the international presence, a steady 
exchange of information among international actors on the ground – including the 
European Union - is indispensable. In this context, we encourage the Mission to 
continue its efforts to coordinate its engagement with other international actors. 

 

OMiK's close relationship with all ethnic communities, its longstanding expertise in 
building local capacities and its broad field presence gives the Mission a unique 
position within the international presence in Kosovo and enables OMiK to be a 
trusted partner, in particular in case of tensions. In this context, we appreciate 
OMiK’s contribution to monitoring, protection and promotion of human rights, 
including rights of persons belonging to minorities, its support for community 



 

dialogue and access for sustainable returns and the resolution of conflict related 
property claims. 

 

In view of the need for the electoral bodies in Kosovo to advance electoral 
reforms more robustly, we support the continued assistance provided by OMiK in 
this area.  We stress the need to build on OMiK’s crucial and diligent role in the 
successful facilitation of voting in Kosovo in 2012, also in the upcoming elections 
this year. We also support programmatic activities aimed at establishing a culture 
of accountability in its cooperation with different institutions and civil society 
organisations. 

 

Good Governance is a priority as underlined by the recent declaration of the 
OSCE Council of Ministers in Dublin. We therefore welcome OMiK's approach to 
monitor and advise municipalities to ensure compliance with good governance 
principles and human rights standards. We commend all efforts aimed at an 
improved central-local level dialogue and awareness-raising on the mechanisms 
and rights of public participation in municipal decision-making and policy 
development. 

 

Finally, we are looking forward to a continued fruitful co-operation with OMiK 
under the able leadership of Ambassador Schlumberger and will continue to 
support it in its crucial tasks. 

 

The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, and Iceland+, the Country of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, as well as the Republic of Moldova align themselves with this 
statement. 

* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro continue to be 
part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 

+ Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic 
Area. 

 


