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EU statement in response to the presentation by Council of 
Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, H. E. Ambassador 

Thomas Hammarberg 
 

The EU warmly welcomes the Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of 

Europe, H.E. Ambassador Thomas Hammarberg, to the Permanent Council. The 

OSCE and the Council of Europe share, along with the European Union, the 

same core values and objectives of democracy, human rights, fundamental 

freedoms and the rule of law. 

We have listened with interest to the Commissioner’s assessment of current 

challenges in human rights protection. In a time where negative trends in this 

area can be observed in our region, cooperation and coordination remain ever 

more crucial.  

After the signature of the 2007 Memorandum of Understanding between the 

Council of Europe and the EU, the intensity of our cooperation and dialogue has 

increased considerably. The EU accession to the European Convention on 

Human Rights will bring us even closer. 

The EU would like to commend Commissioner Hammarberg on his active role 

and valuable work and express the hope that this will be continued by his 

successor. His cooperation with the ODIHR, the High Commissioner on National 
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Minorities and the Representative on Freedom of the Media, creates synergies 

that should be strengthened.  The establishment of the Council of Europe Office 

in Vienna provides a good basis for strengthened cooperation between the two 

organisations, including through Council of Europe representatives attending 

relevant OSCE meetings. 

The EU would like to commend Commissioner Hammarberg, in particular for his 

work combating discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender 

identity, including his report presented at a side event at the Human Dimension 

Implementation Meeting 2011. This is yet another area where the Council of 

Europe is an international standards setter, and the EU fully subscribes to its 

commitment to the full and equal enjoyment of all Human Rights and 

fundamental freedoms for all persons.  

In 2011, the cooperation between the OSCE and the Council of Europe was 

especially noticeable in the important area of Freedom of the Media, notably with 

Commissioner Hammarberg sharing his experiences in the Lithuanian 

Chairmanship Conference on the Safety of Journalist and in the Supplementary 

Human Dimension Meeting on Pluralism in New Media. These topics are EU 

priorities in the OSCE and we are sure that the cooperation between the OSCE, 

notably the Representative on Freedom of the Media, and the Council of Europe 

in this area will continue. 

 We are looking forward to the continuation of the discussion regarding the future 

cooperation of the two organisations. We believe that the OSCE and the Council 

of Europe effectively complement each other in a number of areas, including 

those within the Commissioner’s mandate. The EU fully supports the continuation 

of the good cooperation between the OSCE and the Council of Europe taking 

place in the four key cooperation areas; the fight against terrorism, combating 

trafficking in human beings, protection of persons belonging to national 
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minorities, and promotion of tolerance and non-discrimination, including 

combating discrimination against Roma and Sinti.  

As the mandate of Commissioner Hammarberg is coming to an end in March, we 

would like to conclude by congratulating him on his significant achievements as 

Commissioner, including in Georgia, in the aftermath of the 2008 war, and 

wishing him every success in his future endeavour. We are looking forward to 

future cooperation with the newly elected Commissioner for Human Rights, 

Professor Nils Muižnieks.  

 

The acceding country CROATIA*, the candidate countries THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC 

OF MACEDONIA, MONTENEGRO and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidates countries ALBANIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the 

European Free Trade Association countries LIECHTENSTEIN and NORWAY, members of the 

European Economic Area, as well as the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA, ANDORRA and SAN MARINO 

align themselves with this statement. 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 

 


