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EU statement on presidential elections in Kazakhstan 

 

The EU thanks the delegation of Kazakhstan for the information provided on the 

ruling of the Constitutional Council, which judged as unconstitutional the 

proposed extension of the President’s term in office until 2020, through a national 

referendum, as well as for the information on President Nazarbayev’s call for 

early presidential elections in 2011. The EU also thanks the OSCE Centre in 

Astana for providing a useful spot report on these developments. 

Recalling the statement by the EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on this 

issue, the EU welcomes President Nazarbayev’s decision not to hold a 

referendum on extending his term of office without recourse to elections, 

following the opinion of the Constitutional Council. This decision, along with 

presidential elections, should provide an opportunity for the will of the people to 

be expressed in a manner compatible with the country’s constitutional framework, 

the rule of law, international democratic standards and OSCE commitments on 

free, fair and regular elections, most recently confirmed at the highest level at the 

Astana Summit.  

The EU recalls ODIHR’s recommendations put forward, inter alia, after the 2005 

presidential and 2007 parliamentary elections and hopes that Kazakhstan will 
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closely co-operate with ODIHR and other OSCE executive structures in 

preparation of the elections.  

 

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 

MACEDONIA*, ICELAND** and MONTENEGRO*, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidate countries ALBANIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the 

European Free Trade Association country and member of the European Economic Area NORWAY, as 

well as the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA and GEORGIA align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 

 

 

 


