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The European Union would like to welcome H.E. Ambassador Kypreos to the 

Permanent Council and thanks him for his comprehensive report.  

We welcome the overall positive assessment given about Serbia’s development, 

the modernisation of its institutions and the acceleration of reforms in crucial 

sectors. The EU notes, however, that the report also highlights a number of 

remaining challenges.  

The support of the Mission has been important in the successes achieved by 

Serbia. Freedom of expression is a good example. The Mission continues to 

undertake crucial work in this sphere and we commend its efforts. Progress has 

been made: the authorities’ professional handling of the Pride event in Belgrade 

in October 2010 was one indicator of success. At the same time, we note the 

need for a more diverse media scene in Serbia. We remain concerned about the 

violent attacks against journalists and we echo the concern expressed by the 

OSCE Representative on the Freedom of the Media in her press release of 16 

February regarding the intimidation campaign against the independent 

broadcaster B92. We look forward to the prompt publication of a comprehensive 

National Media Strategy. 
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The EU strongly supports efforts to foster the rights of persons belonging to 

national minorities in Serbia, including through the National Minority Councils. We 

welcome the Mission’s efforts to find compromise in relation to the issues 

affecting the Bosniak National Minority Council, and we look forward to fair and 

orderly elections to this Council next month. We also call on Serbia to take into 

consideration the recommendations made by the independent authorities of 

Serbia regarding elections to the National Minority Councils. 

The Mission continues to undertake crucial work in supporting Serbia enhance its 

capacity in areas of strategic importance, particularly enhancing the rule of law 

(including police and judicial reform; and tackling corruption and organised 

crime), and supporting war crimes trials. We recognise the progress achieved in 

domestic investigation of war crimes and war crime trials. As our Foreign 

Ministers agreed on 14 December 2010, we note that Serbia has maintained its 

co-operation with the ICTY with a view to delivering further positive results. 

However, the two remaining ICTY fugitives are still at large. Full co-operation with 

ICTY remains an essential condition for membership of the EU. 

Strengthening the effectiveness of parliament is an important element in 

democratic reform, and the European Union welcomes the support provided by 

the Mission in this area. We are concerned by the practice of Members of 

Parliament submitting undated resignation letters to their political parties. We 

note with satisfaction that a working group has been created in Parliament to 

address this problem and the Mission is ready to assist in this endeavour. We 

warmly welcome the increased capacity and activity of independent institutions in 

Serbia highlighted in the report.  

It is high time to resolve the pressing issue of refugees and IDPs in the region. In 

that regard, the increased regional co-operation between Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, and Montenegro has the potential to deliver real results, and 

the European Union urges all parties to maintain the positive momentum that 
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now exists. The Mission in Serbia has a role to play by intensifying its co-

operation on these issues with key actors, including UNHCR.  

The EU would like to reiterate its readiness to facilitate and support a process of 

dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina, welcomed in the UNGA Resolution 

64/298. We call on both parties to begin the dialogue quickly and in a 

constructive spirit. The EU also welcomes the steps towards reconciliation made 

by Serbia and Croatia, and hope that this commendable work will continue.  

Mr Chairperson, 

Serbia’s future lies in the European Union and we welcome Serbia’s commitment 

to EU integration. The EU welcomes the continued implementation of Serbia’s 

reform agenda, further building up in its track-record in implementing the 

provisions of the interim agreement with the EU.  We reiterate that Serbia can 

accelerate its progress towards the EU, including candidate status, as soon as all 

the necessary conditions are met. We welcome the synergy between some of the 

Mission’s activities and some of the steps required for Serbia to move forward on 

its path to EU membership. We would therefore like to thank Ambassador 

Kypreos and his staff for their professionalism, excellent work, and commitment; 

and repeat again our full support for the Mission’s assistance to Serbia. 

 

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 

MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidate countries ALBANIA and BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, the European 

Free Trade Association country NORWAY, member of the European Economic Area, as well as the 

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA and ANDORRA align themselves with this statement. 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 


