
 

euoffice@osce.org  
www.delvie.ec.europa.eu  

EUROPEAN UNION 

OSCE Permanent Council Nr 853 
Vienna, 10 March 2011 

 

EU statement in response to the Secretary General’s Report on 
the “OSCE Complementary Role in the Field of Energy Security”  

 

The European Union welcomes the Secretary General to the Permanent Council 

and thanks him for his report. 

Safe, secure, sustainable and affordable energy contributing to European 

competitiveness remains a priority for the EU. Over the years, considerable work 

has been carried out on the main strands of an EU energy policy, including the 

setting of ambitious energy and climate change objectives and the adoption of 

comprehensive legislation. The European Council meeting of 4th February 

underlined the EU's commitment to these objectives. 

Security and reliability of energy supplies have an impact on overall stability and 

security in Europe. The EU considers energy security to be part of the OSCE’s 

comprehensive approach to security and that the OSCE has a complementary 

role to play.  

The EU recognizes that the increasing energy interdependence between 

producing, consuming and transit countries in the OSCE area requires co-

operative dialogue, in order to enhance transparency, reliability and co-operation 

and promote confidence in the energy field, as well as to strengthen the ability of 

the international community, to prevent disruptions of energy supplies and 

resolve energy-related disputes.  
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The EU wishes to reiterate its support for enhancing the role the OSCE is playing 

in providing a platform for dialogue in the OSCE area on energy security. In this 

context, we would like to recall the agreement of our Heads of State last year in 

Astana and the tasking of the Athens Ministerial Decision 06/09. The report’s 

recommendations to hold regular meetings of a reinforced Permanent Council, as 

well as thematic energy security related meetings of the Economic and 

Environmental Committee, should be pursued. Moreover, the EU believes that 

the OSCE should maintain and further develop relations with OSCE Partners for 

Co-operation, as well as other international actors that are also involved in 

addressing aspects of energy security. The OSCE will be better able to 

understand how it can best complement the work of other actors thus bringing its 

added-value, particularly when issues that threaten peace, stability or security 

within the OSCE region are concerned. 

The EU underlines that the interrelated challenges of climate change, energy 

security, efficient use of energy resources and the development and use of new 

and renewable sources of energy are amongst the issues that participating 

States should address in the strategic perspective of ensuring sustainable 

development. We would therefore support the inclusion of these subjects on the 

agenda of relevant OSCE meetings, taking into account relevant initiatives of a 

number of major international institutions with greater expertise in the field of 

promotion of sustainable energy solutions. 

Stability, predictability and respect for the rule of law are core factors in attracting 

investment in the oil and gas industry, and in meeting the energy security 

objective. Both in the private and public spheres, transparency and good 

governance drive stability and predictability, therefore the OSCE should 

concentrate its efforts in this area. In this context, we reiterate our view that 

participating States should explore the possibility of an OSCE endorsement of 

the EITI principles.  
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The OSCE could also provide a contribution to discussing the need to develop 

rules and principles for international co-operation on energy security. In this 

context, the EU strongly supports the ongoing modernisation of the Energy 

Charter process.  

Mr Chairperson,  

The OSCE is well-placed to become a platform for promoting confidence 

building. The role of the OSCE Field Operations is in this sense crucial. We look 

forward to the planned Chairmanship workshop on economic and environmental 

activities as confidence building measures. 

Promoting regional and sub-regional co-operation, and exchanging best practices 

are other areas where OSCE could play a role. 

Finally, the EU believes that the discussions we will have in the Economic and 

Environmental Committee and in the ACMF, also with the support of the 

Secretariat, will provide the opportunity to further define the mandate of the 

Organisation in the field of energy security. We express our support for the 

Lithuanian Chairmanship’s efforts to identify concrete deliverables in that regard.  

In conclusion, we would like to thank the Secretary General and the OSCE Co-

ordinator for Economic and Environmental Activities and his staff in preparing the 

report. 

 

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 

MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidate countries ALBANIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the 

European Free Trade Association countries LIECHTENSTEIN and NORWAY, members of the 

European Economic Area, as well as the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA, GEORGIA, ANDORRA and SAN 

MARINO align themselves with this statement. 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 


