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The European Union warmly welcomes H.E. Ambassador Šarūnas Adomavičius 

to the Permanent Council for the first time in his capacity as Head of the OSCE 

Mission in Montenegro and thanks him for his comprehensive report.  

The European Union welcomes the progress Montenegro has made towards 

European integration, marked by giving Montenegro the status of EU candidate 

country. The EU reaffirms its unequivocal commitment to the European 

perspective of Montenegro and the Western Balkans. While many positive results 

have been achieved, further efforts are needed in seven priority areas set out in 

the European Commission’s opinion on Montenegro: the rule of law, judicial 

reform, electoral reform, the role of parliament, public administration reform, 

media freedom and co-operation with civil society, addressing discrimination and 

the situation of displaced persons, and especially the fight against organised 

crime and corruption.  

The EU encourages the new government, headed by Prime Minister Igor Lukšić, 

to maintain the momentum of reform. In this context, we welcome the 

Government of Montenegro’s Action Plan for addressing the outstanding key 

priorities identified by the European Commission. We welcome the intention of 

the Montenegrin authorities to deepen regional co-operation and good 
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neighbourly relations and their expressed wish to continue the close partnership 

with the international community on the ground. The EU is ready to assist them to 

address the outstanding issues.  

The European Union commends the OSCE Mission in Montenegro for the 

valuable and effective assistance it has provided the host country throughout the 

past year. Since combating corruption and organised crime remains a key 

priority, we welcome the positive steps in this regard, including through deeper 

regional co-operation. The EU strongly supports the Mission's assistance to the 

host country to improve its institutional and professional capacities in this field.  

The European Union fully endorses the Mission's efforts in the area of police 

reform and highly values its work to promote border police co-operation with its 

neighbours. The EU commends the Community Policing Programme which has 

helped to cut crime and increase trust and confidence in the police. We reiterate 

our continuing support for the MONDEM Demilitarization Programme.  

The European Union highly values the Mission's excellent work in promoting 

democratisation, respect for human rights, gender equality, and raising 

awareness about domestic violence, Roma inclusion and promoting durable 

solutions for displaced persons. Capacity building of the National Parliament and 

local self-government and the further strengthening of civil society are among the 

key elements of democratic development. In this respect, we welcome the close 

partnership established between the civil society and public institutions.  

Harmonisation of the Election Law with the Montenegrin Constitution remains a 

priority. We call upon the main political actors to reach an agreement on the key 

unresolved issues. 

A strong and independent judiciary is essential for effective Rule of Law. In that 

regard, the EU recognizes that the Mission plays an important advisory role in the 

process of criminal justice reform and in implementing the Criminal Procedure 

Code, in providing assistance and improving capacity building of the 



 

   3

Constitutional Court and the Institution of the Ombudsman. We reiterate our 

support to the extension of the Court Monitoring Project. 

The European Union strongly supports further efforts to promote a free and 

vibrant media sector in Montenegro. We welcome the adoption of the new 

Electronic Media Law, but there is still a lot to be done and we encourage the 

Mission to continue to provide assistance in this field.  

In conclusion, let me once again thank Ambassador Adomavičius for addressing 

the PC today. We encourage him and his staff to continue the valuable work of 

the Mission in assisting Montenegro’s reform process.  

 

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 

MACEDONIA* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential 

candidate countries ALBANIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the European Free Trade 

Association countries LIECHTENSTEIN and NORWAY, members of the European Economic Area, as 

well as UKRAINE, the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA, ARMENIA, GEORGIA, ANDORRA and SAN 

MARINO align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 

 


