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EU statement in response to the report by the ODIHR Director, 
H.E. Ambassador Janez Lenarčič  

 

The EU warmly welcomes Ambassador Lenarčič back to the PC and would like 

to thank him for his substantial report.  

The ODIHR is at the core of the OSCE’s institutional architecture in supporting 

participating States in meeting their Human Dimension commitments. We share 

Ambassador Lenarčič’s view that OSCE participating States need to make more 

efforts to strengthen the implementation of OSCE commitments. This is well 

reflected in the Astana Declaration, where all participating States have 

acknowledged that more must be done to ensure full respect for, and 

implementation of core principles and commitments, notably in the areas of 

human rights and fundamental freedoms. In the Declaration, we also reaffirmed - 

categorically and irrevocably - that our human dimension commitments are a 

matter of direct and legitimate concern to all participating States. They are not 

purely an internal matter for the State concerned. 

Let me move to the ODIHR’s activities over the past six months. We appreciate 

the widely recognized and important role that the ODIHR continues to play in the 

field of election observation and other election-related issues across the OSCE 

area. ODIHR carried out a particularly high number of assessment and 

observation missions last year covering participating States throughout the whole 
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OSCE area. We reiterate our full support for the ODIHR’s observation 

methodology, which has been followed by numerous international actors for their 

own election observation activities, including by the EU. The EU welcomes the 

ODIHR’s intention to continue with follow-up activities to election observation in 

various OSCE participating States. The EU also notes positively ODIHR’s 

election-related activities in Afghanistan.  

We recall the need for a close co-operation and partnership between the ODIHR 

and the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, as stressed in the MC Decision 19/06 

and on the basis of the 1997 Cooperation Agreement. 

We fully support the activities of the Democratisation Department, which plays a 

key role in promoting democratic governance and the rule of law. We express our 

full support to the ODIHR’s trial monitoring activities, including in Belarus. A 

precondition for the observer’s work is unrestricted access to the information they 

need and to the trials, in line with commitments undertaken in the Copenhagen 

Document and reaffirmed by all participating States in Astana. We regret that 

ODIHR had to interrupt trial monitoring in Belarus for some days and call upon 

the Belarusian authorities to co-operate fully with the observers, especially in 

view of reported allegations of torture, physical abuse, intimidation and court 

irregularities. We will continue to follow trial monitoring activity in Belarus closely. 

Concerning the work on human rights, we stress our support for the work on 

freedom of assembly and of association. Much remains to be done to improve 

fulfillment of commitments on these fundamental freedoms. We encourage the 

ODIHR to continue its important activities on the issue of Human Rights 

Defenders on the basis of the unambiguous OSCE commitment from the 

Budapest Summit in 1994. We also welcome the ODIHR’s intensified support to 

National Human Rights Institutions. We are committed to actively contributing to 

the SHDM on this topic next month. 
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The Seminar on the role of political parties in the political process in May will be 

another welcome opportunity to discuss the interaction between civil society and 

state institutions. In this context, we would like to reiterate our full support for the 

open and free participation of NGOs and civil society in all relevant OSCE 

events. The 1990 Copenhagen Document and the Helsinki Document 1992 

provide clear guidance on this issue. We reiterate our appreciation for the added 

value of the NGOs input to our meetings. 

With regard to the work on anti-trafficking and anti-terrorism, we encourage close 

co-operation with the relevant structures of the OSCE in Vienna.  

The EU commends the ODIHR‘s activities regarding hate crimes, especially the 

valuable reporting activities. With regard to Roma and Sinti issues, we recognise 

that improving the situation of Roma and Sinti continues to present challenges, 

including within the EU. We fully support the ODIHR’s focus on topics such as 

early education, building trust within communities and enhancing participation of 

Roma in public and political life. 

We have listened attentively to Ambassador Lenarčič’s remarks on the events in 

the Southern Mediterranean area and share his conclusion that our community is 

safest and most stable when human rights, fundamental freedoms and the rule of 

law are upheld. For Tunisia and Egypt, the EU is drafting a package of measures 

to assist democratic reform in these countries. In addition, there is much in the 

OSCE toolbox that might be deemed useful by our partners in taking forward the 

transition to democracy, and the EU is ready to consider any request for 

assistance they might make. 

We are heartened by Ambassador Lenarčič’s words about the ODIHR’s excellent 

relations with the host country, Poland. As we approach the ODIHR’s 20th 

anniversary, we thank him and his dedicated staff for their excellent work and 

wish them a good start in the new premises. We are grateful for the opportunity 

of increased interaction with various ODIHR departments due to their frequent 
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appearance in the Human Dimension Committee. Finally, let me reaffirm that the 

EU is looking forward to the timely re-appointment of Ambassador Lenarčič as 

Director of ODIHR. 

 

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 

MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidate countries ALBANIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the 

European Free Trade Association country LIECHTENSTEIN, member of the European Economic Area, 

as well as the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA, ANDORRA and SAN MARINO align themselves with this 

statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 

 


