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EU reply to the Head of the Community Security Initiative in 
Kyrgyzstan, H.E. Ambassador Markus Mueller 

 

The European Union would like to thank H.E. Ambassador Mueller for his report. 

We welcome the progress made by the Community Security Initiative (CSI) in the 

short time since its implementation. In particular, we are encouraged by the 

reported good working relations with the police, with local institutions, with civil 

society organisations and with the wider public. We are glad that the CSI team 

members have faced no direct security threats so far. We welcome the good co-

operation established with the Centre in Bishkek and with other OSCE structures, 

such as the High Commissioner on National Minorities. 

Unfortunately, this positive start of the initiative takes place against the backdrop 

of continued problems in the human rights situation and of tense ethnic relations. 

On 15 March, President Otunbaeva stated that she was concerned with the 

deterioration of the inter-ethnic situation in the south. Recent spot reports by the 

OSCE Centre in Bishkek also indicate that tensions remain, and apparently 

ethnicity-related incidents and human rights abuses continue.  

This shows that the goals of the CSI, such as the promotion of respect for human 

rights, of the capacities of the police to operate in a multi-ethnic environment and 

of their work with communities, continue to be highly relevant, especially in the 

south of Kyrgyzstan. Implementing partners at all levels must still overcome their 
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reluctance to discuss and address problems of human rights violations and 

principles of multiethnic policing. In order to make the CSI a long-term success, 

all relevant Kyrgyz authorities must take more ownership. We believe the 

government should set up a mechanism to follow-up on the CSI’s reports and 

recommendations. 

We have taken good note of Ambassador Mueller’s urgent call for funding, 

indispensable to ensure the full recruitment and the full deployment of the 

international and local staff. In this regard, we are pleased to inform colleagues 

that the EU has agreed that a contribution of 750,000 Euro will be made to the 

CSI, in addition to the pledges by individual Member States.  

Finally, the EU wishes Ambassador Mueller and his team the best success in 

their difficult and important task. The EU will continue to support Kyrgyzstan on 

its way to stability, rule of law and democracy. 

 

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 

MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidate countries ALBANIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the 

European Free Trade Association country LIECHTENSTEIN, member of the European Economic Area, 

as well as the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA and ANDORRA align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 


