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modalities for the 2013 Human Dimension Seminar 

 
The EU accepted to join consensus on the PC decision regarding the agenda, 

timetable and other organisational modalities of the 2013 human dimension 

seminar.  We have shown considerable constructiveness and flexibility, and we 

regret that it has not been possible to agree a more detailed agenda in a timely 

manner. In this regard we would underline that there is sufficient agreed language 

in our commitments that could have been used to phrase the agenda items 

related to attacks and harassment of journalists (Budapest 1994) and the right to 

freedom of expression, including the right of the media to collect, report and 

disseminate information (Moscow 1991). 

 

Nonetheless, despite the difficulties encountered in agreeing on a more detailed 

agenda, the EU sees the human dimension seminar as a useful OSCE event that 

will allow us to examine the implementation and follow-up of commitments in the 

area of freedom of expression, including freedom of the media, with a focus on 

the relevant national and international frameworks. More specifically, we believe 

the seminar can make a useful contribution to the topics of safety of journalists, 

including attacks against and harassment of journalists, as well as protection of 

sources, safeguarding of fundamental freedoms online, transparency of media 

ownership, plurality of the media and wide public access to information. 

 

We look forward to fruitful discussions and recommendations next week in 

Warsaw under the guidance of the ODIHR and the Representative on Freedom of 

the Media and her team. 
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Norway, member of the European Economic Area, as well as the Republic of Moldova, and Georgia, 
align themselves with this statement. 

* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part 
of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 

+ Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 


