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EU statement in response to the address by the Secretary General 
of the Regional Cooperation Council, H.E. Hido Biščević 

 

The European Union warmly welcomes H.E. Hido Biščević to the Permanent 

Council and thanks him for his address.  

The EU supports the intention of the Lithuanian Chairmanship to promote co-

operation between the OSCE and other regional organisations, in line with the 

Platform for Co-operative Security, as outlined in the Work Programme for 2011. 

Today’s Permanent Council gives us an opportunity to compare priorities and to 

explore synergies between the OSCE and the RCC, building on comparative 

advantages and without duplicating efforts. We would welcome Ambassador 

Biščević’s views on how the RCC can best complement the work of the OSCE. 

The EU welcomes the existing partnership between the RCC and the OSCE on 

various aspects of democratic policing, and commends the RCC for its plans to 

introduce the gender perspective in police related activities. The EU sees further 

possibilities for co-operation – including through our field presences – in areas 

such as the rule of law, combating corruption or fighting organised crime. The EU 

encourages the OSCE executive structures to explore possibilities for co-

operation within the human dimension and to make use of the OSCE 

chairmanship of the Environment and Security Initiative in 2011. We are of the 

PC.DEL/370/11 
14 April 2011  
 
ENGLISH only 



 

   2

opinion that the environment and security aspects of regional co-operation merit 

high-level attention by the countries of the region. 

Mr Chairperson, 

In view of ensuring long-lasting stability and prosperity, the EU firmly supports co-

operation in the region guided by the principles of inclusiveness and local 

ownership. In this regard, the EU commends the RCC Secretary General’s efforts 

to find a compromise solution to allow all partners to participate in relevant 

regional activities. The creation of the RCC in 2008 marked an important step 

towards achieving local ownership in regional co-operation. The EU is 

encouraged by the activities in the implementation of the Strategy and Work 

Programme of the RCC for 2011-2013. The EU urges the RCC to remain 

committed to the implementation of concrete, result oriented activities in this 

context and invites governments of the region to provide the necessary political 

support through the South East European Cooperation Process. The EU’s 

support to the RCC, both political and financial, is well established. 

The EU reiterates its adherence to the European perspective of the Western 

Balkans. We acknowledge the considerable progress achieved over the last 

years. Regional co-operation is an integral part of this process.  

In conclusion, let me once again thank H.E. Hido Biščević for his address and 

wish him every success in his future work.  

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA* and 

ICELAND**, the country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate country ALBANIA, 

the European Free Trade Association countries LIECHTENSTEIN and NORWAY, members of the European 

Economic Area, as well as the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA, ARMENIA, GEORGIA, ANDORRA and SAN MARINO 

align themselves with this statement. 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 


