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EU statement in response to the Head of the OSCE Mission to 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, H.E. Ambassador Gary Robbins 

 

The European Union warmly welcomes Ambassador Robbins to the Permanent 

Council and thanks him for his comprehensive report.  

The future of Bosnia and Herzegovina lies in the European Union and the EU will 

continue to assist Bosnia and Herzegovina in this regard, including through a 

strengthened presence. We reaffirm our unequivocal commitment to the territorial 

integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a sovereign and united country.  

Some positive developments have taken place in certain areas, which the EU 

recognised by the institution of a liberalised visa regime with BiH. However, the 

EU is concerned about the lack of progress in a number of key areas.  

While the 2010 general elections were successfully organised, we are deeply 

concerned that the government at state level has not yet been formed. We call on 

the political leaders to engage responsibly and in a spirit of compromise to 

achieve as soon as possible the formation of governments at every level to 

address the outstanding urgent and necessary reforms. 

As a matter of priority, the country needs to bring its Constitution and electoral 

law into compliance with the European Convention of Human Rights and to 

implement the rulings of the European Court of Human Rights, particulary in the 
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Sejdić–Finci case. The EU stresses the importance of improving and 

strengthening the efficient functioning of the state and the institutions, including 

through necessary constitutional changes. 

We call on Bosnia and Herzegovina to meet the outstanding objectives and 

conditions which remain necessary for the closure of the Office of the High 

Representative (OHR). In this respect, the EU is concerned about the decision of 

13 April by the Republika Srpska National Assembly. The EU supports the State 

Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the State Prosecutor’s Office and the High 

Judicial and Prosecutorial Council and their work. 

Mr Chairperson, 

The EU remains strongly committed to the work of the OSCE Mission to Bosnia 

and Herzegovina and commends the Mission for assisting the country in its 

development, including through its 14 field offices. We recognise the importance 

of the Mission’s work with the BiH Central Election Commission and support the 

capacity-building activities with the Parliamentary Assembly of BiH, the 

Ombudsman institution, as well as in the area of media freedom and good 

governance. Justice sector reform and war crimes prosecutions are areas where 

more progress is needed. In this regard, the EU fully supports the work of the 

Mission concerning war crimes proceedings and witness protection. The EU 

continues to support durable solutions for refugees and internally displaced 

persons. 

Despite achievements, the EU remains concerned about the slow pace of the 

destruction of surplus weapons and ammunitions. We encourage the Mission to 

continue to work closely with the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina to help 

tackle this problem. The EU will intensively work to support Bosnia and 

Herzegovina’s endeavours to address problems relating to the excessive 

accumulation of SALW and ammunition. We encourage the Mission to further 
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assist the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina to improve its export control 

procedures of weapons and military equipment. 

The protection of human rights, in particular the rights of persons belonging to 

national minorities, remains at the core of the work of the OSCE Mission to 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. We support activities aimed at broadening the 

participation of all national minorities in public life and the promotion of the value 

of diversity in schools. The EU highly appreciates the role that the OSCE Mission 

is playing in the education sector, but more needs to be done by all parties 

concerned in order to bridge inter-ethnic division.  

Mr Chairperson,  

The EU underlines the need for the Mission to continue playing a pro-active role 

in the areas where the OSCE can make a difference on the ground. This has 

been the approach of Ambassador Robbins and we encourage his successor to 

do the same. 

As this is the last time Ambassador Robbins is addressing the Permanent 

Council in his capacity of Head of the OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

we would like to thank him for his excellent work. We look forward to working 

closely with him in the future. 

 

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 

MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the country of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidate country ALBANIA, the European Free Trade Association country 

NORWAY, member of the European Economic Area, as well as UKRAINE and the REPUBLIC OF 

MOLDOVA align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 


