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EU statement in response to the address by the OSCE Project Co-
ordinator in Uzbekistan, H.E. Ambassador István Venczel 

 

The EU warmly welcomes Ambassador Venczel back to the Permanent Council 

and thanks him for his comprehensive and substantial report. We encourage the 

Project Co-ordinator to continue his close dialogue with both the Uzbek 

government and civil society on his project activities. We are encouraged by his 

account of an improved working atmosphere with the government and commend 

the Project Co-ordinator’s active contribution to the significant enhancement of 

co-operation between Uzbekistan and OSCE institutions.  

Regarding the implementation of projects by the Project Co-ordinator, the EU 

welcomes progress towards simpler and shorter approval procedures. We see 

this as a sign of growing trust, which is indispensable for achieving long-term 

results. We would welcome more openness on the Uzbek side for projects that 

have a regional or transboundary perspective, for example on border 

management issues.  

The EU supports the Project Co-ordinator’s activities across the three 

dimensions, thus assisting Uzbekistan in meeting its OSCE commitments and 

pursuing its reform and democratisation efforts. In the politico-military dimension, 

the EU fully supports the Project Co-ordinator’s assistance to the Uzbek 

government, as well as capacity building for socio-political and other non-
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governmental organisations. We welcome the Project Co-ordinator’s intensified 

co-operation with the Uzbek Police Academy. In the Economic and 

Environmental dimension, we particularly welcome the Project Co-ordinator’s 

activities pertaining to good governance and the Rule of Law, such as the work 

on the Civil Code, regulatory impact assessment and arbitration courts. The EU 

also supports the Project Co-ordinator’s environmental activities, especially those 

addressing water management and promoting civil initiative.  

The EU remains concerned about the general human rights situation in 

Uzbekistan. As reflected in the Foreign Affairs Council Conclusions of 25 October 

2010, we call on Uzbekistan to implement fully their international obligations. In 

this regard, we hope that the recently adopted democratisation strategy will be of 

assistance. We call upon the Uzbek authorities to allow the unimpeded operation 

of non-governmental organisations in the country, including Human Rights 

Watch, and to co-operate fully with all relevant UN Special Rapporteurs. 

Freedom of media and religion are particular areas of current concern. 

Against this background, we consider work related to human rights and 

democracy particularly relevant in Uzbekistan. The EU welcomes the activities by 

the Project Co-ordinator in the Human Dimension, including with governmental 

and non-governmental counterparts. We endorse the Co-ordinator’s intention to 

increase co-operation with civil society.  

The EU stands ready to continue its co-operation with the government of 

Uzbekistan in a comprehensive way, as set out in the EU Strategy for New 

Partnership with Central Asia. We reiterate the importance we attach to the EU-

Uzbek dialogue in the various existing formats.  

We wish to take this opportunity to register our disappointment about the fact that 

last year Uzbekistan has once again failed to meet its obligation to contribute to 

the OSCE's Unified Budget. 



 

   3

In conclusion, we would like to thank Ambassador Venczel and his team for their 

dedicated work and wish them success in their future activities. 

 

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 

MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidate countries ALBANIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the 

European Free Trade Association country NORWAY, member of the European Economic Area, as well 

as the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 

 

 


