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EU statement in response to the Head of the OSCE Office in 
Tajikistan, H.E. Ambassador Ivar Vikki 

 

The European Union warmly welcomes Ambassador Vikki back to the Permanent 

Council and thanks him for his comprehensive report. 

The EU commends the OSCE team in Dushanbe as well as the five Field Offices 

for their continued efforts to promote the effective implementation of OSCE 

principles and commitments across Tajikistan. The Office has nurtured a 

successful strategic partnership between the Tajik government, the NGO 

community and the OSCE. This has laid solid foundations for effective OSCE 

activity on the ground.  

We welcome the consolidation and continuity that has characterized the Office’s 

approach over the past year, as well as its clearer focus on activities that develop 

Tajikistan’s capacity to implement reforms and which therefore have a long term 

impact. In this context, we support a sustained focus on three core priorities: 

strengthening border management and security; promoting cross-border regional 

co-operation, including on transnational threats stemming from Afghanistan; and 

promoting human rights and democratic values.  

The EU supports the Tajik government’s efforts to ensure the security and 

stability of the country, and recognises the considerable challenge this presents. 

At the same time, we remind it of the need to conduct its activities in accordance 
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with its OSCE commitments, not least in respect of human rights, fundamental 

freedoms, including freedom of religion, and the rule of law.  

In the Political-Military Dimension, we welcome efforts to help the Tajik 

authorities combat violent extremism and radicalisation, implement the National 

Border Strategy and improve cross border co-operation with the Afghan 

authorities. Recent security incidents, including skirmishes with militant groups on 

the Tajik-Afghan border, underline the need for a continued focus on these 

issues. We also support the Office’s efforts to help Tajikistan create a modern 

and professional police force and to eradicate the remaining threat of landmines. 

We attach particular importance to the OSCE Border Management Staff College 

in Dushanbe, which has great potential and can play an important role in 

combating transnational threats, in particular in Central Asia. We hope that 

problems regarding its premises can soon be resolved.  

In the Economic and Environmental Dimension, the EU supports the focus on 

good governance, and welcomes the establishment last year of an Anti-

Corruption Programmatic Unit. We also support efforts to assist Tajikistan in 

addressing energy security, water management and the transportation of goods, 

especially at the transboundary level. 

The Office’s Human Dimension Programme remains critical to Tajikistan’s 

democratic development. We commend efforts to reform the criminal justice 

sector, to strengthen the rule of law and to promote human rights. Recent 

allegations of torture in Tajikistan and a lack of independent access to detention 

facilities underline the importance of this work. The Office’s efforts to tackle 

gender inequality and violence against women also deserve praise.  

We urge the Tajik government to work closely with the Office to consider how to 

take forward ODIHR’s recommendations on electoral reform following last year’s 

parliamentary elections, and to reverse negative trends regarding the 

development of a pluralistic, free and independent media. 
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We hope that the upcoming visit by the CiO to Tajikistan will contribute to 

deepening co-operation and resolving outstanding issues, including the signing of 

the Memorandum of Understanding. 

Finally, Mr Chairperson, the EU would like to wish Ambassador Vikki and his 

team further success in helping Tajikistan to achieve its security and democratic 

reform objectives.  

 

 

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 

MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidate countries ALBANIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, as 

well as the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA, ANDORRA and SAN MARINO align themselves with this 

statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 

 


