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Astana, H.E. Ambassador Alexandre Keltchewsky 

 

The EU warmly welcomes Ambassador Keltchewsky back to the Permanent 

Council and thanks him for his informative and factual report, which usefully 

covers both the Centre’s programmatic activities and relevant context 

developments. The EU commends the quality and acknowledges the importance 

of the work done by Ambassador Keltchewsky and his team. 

The Centre looks back on a busy period with strong attention given to the OSCE 

in Kazakhstan and to Kazakhstan internationally due to the country’s OSCE 

Chairmanship and the Astana Summit. The EU hopes that the impetus provided 

by the Chairmanship to the Centre’s work and to Kazakhstan’s domestic reform 

agenda will contribute positively to developments in the country in line with OSCE 

standards and principles. 

The EU welcomes the commitment to implement a renewed reform and 

democratisation agenda contained in President Nazarbayev’s inaugural address 

on 8 April as well as in a number of long-term documents adopted during the 

reporting period. We underline the need for sustained efforts to prepare and 

implement, transparently and in co-operation with civil society, democratic 

reforms. Many of the intended areas of political and parliamentary reform fall 

within the scope of the OSCE. The EU strongly supports the Centre’s activities 
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designed to assist the host country in putting these plans into practice while 

keeping a focus on OSCE commitments. The EU welcomes that the Centre is 

particularly active in promoting co-operation with civil society in the reform 

process.  

The EU supports the Centre’s programmatic activities in all three dimensions as 

well as the attention it gives to cross-dimensionality, regional co-operation and 

complementarity with other organisations. The consolidation of the activities 

around key objectives with long-term impact and building national capacity is 

welcome. 

The EU continues to attach strong importance to the Centre’s human dimension 

programme. We particularly support its work to assist efforts to further judicial 

reform and promote political pluralism and civil liberties. In the context of the 

need for further judicial reform, the EU reiterates its strong concern with 

procedural violations in the case against human rights defender Evgenyi Zhovtis 

and its call for provision of a remedy. 

The EU commented on the presidential elections in Kazakhstan on 7 April. We 

reiterate our call on the Kazakhstani authorities to undertake necessary reforms 

in due time before the parliamentary elections in 2012. The EU is particularly 

concerned with restrictions on freedom of assembly, freedom of expression and 

media freedom, and on political party registration.  

The EU Foreign Affairs Council on 23 May authorized the beginning of 

negotiations with Kazakhstan of an enhanced Partnership and Co-operation 

Agreement to further advance relations and strengthen our co-operation. On this 

occasion, the Council expressed its confidence that the process of concluding a 

future enhanced agreement would provide a stimulus for Kazakhstan to make 

progress with regard to democratic and political reforms, notably in enhancing 

freedom of expression and the media, freedom of association and assembly, and 

improvement of the conduct of electoral processes, to make them compliant with 
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international standards. We note the clear resemblance between these 

aspirations and the activities of the OSCE Centre and are convinced that the 

work of the Centre will contribute to these common goals.  

In conclusion, we would like to thank Ambassador Keltchewsky and his team in 

Astana and Almaty for their dedicated work. We wish them the best of success in 

their future activities and look forward to welcoming Ambassador Keltchewsky 

back in Vienna in the future.  

 

The candidate countries CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, 

MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and 

potential candidate countries ALBANIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the European 

Free Trade Association country NORWAY, member of the European Economic Area, as well as 

ANDORRA align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


