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The EU warmly welcomes Ambassador Cankorel back to the Permanent Council 

and thanks him for his comprehensive report. 

The EU takes this opportunity to reiterate its strong support for the activities of 

the Office in all three dimensions. We would like to commend the Office for its 

comprehensive monitoring activities during the period of review. We also 

appreciate the Office’s efforts in maintaining and expanding its activities to 

regions outside of Baku, including to the Autonomous Republic of Nakhchivan. 

In the first dimension, we commend the long-term objective of the Office to 

contribute to capacity building in the security sector, including the areas of 

Community Policing, and to contribute to combating terrorism, organised crime 

and trafficking in human beings. We also support the Office’s approach to 

increase the awareness for the inter-relation of security concerns and the respect 

for human rights. In this context we encourage the Office to continue its valid 

contributions to help to improve public assembly management, notably in the light 

of various undue restrictions to the freedom of assembly in Azerbaijan during 

recent months.  
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In the second dimension, the EU believes that despite the favourable general 

framework of high economic growth rates in Azerbaijan, more structural reforms 

and practical changes are necessary to ensure an economically sound and 

environmentally secure development. The Office should continue to focus on 

assistance in the field of good governance with special emphasis attached to the 

fight against corruption, the promotion of transparency regarding public spending, 

as well as to accounting standards in the private business sphere. Fostering 

energy policy dialogue, building awareness for the need of non-oil investments 

and promoting renewable energy should remain among the Office’s priorities. 

Concerning environmental security, the Office’s support for the national 

implementation of relevant international commitments and in particular 

awareness building and public participation in environmental issues, including 

water management continues to be needed.  

In the Human Dimension, we take note of the Office’s evaluation of the situation 

of democratization in Azerbaijan, including electoral processes and possibilities 

for political participation of civil society. We see an important role for the Office in 

supporting the implementation of the recommendations by the ODIHR Election 

Observation Mission regarding the 2010 Parliamentary elections in Azerbaijan.  

In the sector of media freedom, we commend the Office for its cooperation with 

the Azerbaijani Press Council in order to help decriminalize defamation. In the 

same context, we positively note the release of several imprisoned journalists 

and media activists in recent months, including the release of Eynulla Fatullayev 

on 26 May. We call on Azerbaijan to fulfil the remaining individual and general 

measures contained in the judgement of the European Court of Human Rights 

delivered on 22 April 2010. We commend the Lithuanian Chairmanship-in-Office, 

the Representative on Freedom of the Media as well as the Office in Baku for 

their constructive approach to help Azerbaijan improve its record of compliance 

with OSCE standards in this field. Recalling our statement on the cases of Jabbar 

Savalan and Bakhtiyar Hajiyev, we call on Azerbaijan to continue to make use of 
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their assistance in order to resolve the remaining cases of Azerbaijani journalists 

and civil society activists serving prison terms or being otherwise restricted.  

Regarding the rule of law, the EU reiterates its view that, despite continued 

reform efforts, the Azerbaijani judiciary is lagging behind its OSCE commitments, 

especially concerning judicial independence from political influence, fair trial and 

the observations of rights of persons deprived of their liberty. We therefore 

strongly support the Office’s approach to closely monitor the respective areas 

and to continue its assistance for judicial reform and practical improvements.  

Finally, we would like to underline the importance of the issue of Gender equality 

for Azerbaijan and we encourage the Office to continue its respective co-

operation both with Government and civil society.  

Mr Chairperson, 

As this is the last time Ambassador Cankorel is addressing the Permanent 

Council in his capacity of Head of the OSCE Office in Baku, we would like to 

thank him for his excellent work and co-operation locally with the EU, and wish 

him all the best for his personal and professional future. 

 

The candidate countries CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, 

MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and 

potential candidate countries ALBANIA and BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, the European Free Trade 

Association country NORWAY, member of the European Economic Area, as well as ANDORRA align 

themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 


