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Madam Chairperson, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The European Union would like to thank the Chairperson-in-Office, the 

Representative on Freedom of the Media, the Troika and Ukraine for inviting us 

all to this conference on the important topic of safety of journalists. You have 

gathered an impressive group of keynote speakers and participants here in 

Vilnius. The EU welcomed from the outset this issue as one of the priorities of the 

Lithuanian Chairmanship. 

Freedom of expression and its corollary freedom of the media are fundamental 

human rights enshrined in inter alia the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Also, they are a fundamental part of the OSCE acquis. As a key pillar of a 

democratic society, crucial for the free flow of information to which everyone is 

entitled and a vital component in the protection of all other freedoms and liberties, 

freedom of the media, including safety of journalists, is a top priority of the EU 

within the framework of the OSCE. 

Around the world, journalists and media professionals report every day about 

unfolding events and provide essential information, without which our citizens 

cannot participate effectively in political and public life. The work of journalists is 
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essential in ensuring the accountability of governments toward their citizens and 

is especially important in times of election when the public have a particular need 

for a diverse media in order to be able to make a free and informed choice.  

Sadly, however, in many countries including OSCE participating States, 

journalists too often face criminal investigation, prosecution, imprisonment and 

even physical violence because of their work. Some have even been murdered 

for daring to investigate or reveal the truth. Without a normative framework 

ensuring the protection of journalists or an adequate response from 

governments, and where a climate of impunity prevails, journalists may - 

understandably – be unwilling to investigate or report on sensitive matters. Such 

self-censorship undermines freedom of expression and poses a serious threat to 

democracy.  

The EU is deeply concerned that threats to the safety of journalists across the 

OSCE region seem to be growing. According to the organisation Committee to 

Protect Journalists, 41 journalists have been murdered in connection with their 

work in the OSCE region in the past ten years, including in Member States of the 

EU, where such cases were duly investigated. Over the past 18 months alone, 

the EU has felt compelled to bring several specific incidents to the attention of the 

Permanent Council. These cases include: in Kazakhstan the killing of the Kyrgyz 

journalist Gennady Pavlyuk; in the Russian Federation the attacks on journalists 

Oleg Kashin and Anatoly Adamchuk; in Tajikistan the attack against Hikmatullo 

Saifullozoda, and in Ukraine the disappearance of Vasil Klymentyev and killing of 

Georgy Gongadze. The EU has also expressed its concern regarding the criminal 

prosecution and imprisonment of journalists in Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, 

Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Turkey and in the Transnistrian region of the Republic of 

Moldova. In a wider context, freedom of expression continues to be extensively 

limited in some participating States. In particular, we reiterate our appeal to 

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan to address this problem effectively. 
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More must be done to create a safer environment for journalists to conduct their 

work. A key response is to challenge the climate of impunity. This is primarily the 

responsibility of government. First and foremost, government leaders must 

clearly condemn all serious attacks against journalists. They must also ensure 

that thorough investigations are swiftly conducted so that the perpetrators, and 

those responsible for these crimes, can be arrested and brought to justice in 

accordance with the law. Ensuring effective accountability for violations against 

journalists will also prevent the recurrence of future violations. 

 

Madam Chairperson, 

The EU would like to recall that at the OSCE summit in Astana last December, 

participating States underlined at the highest level the important role played by 

free media in helping to ensure full respect for human rights, fundamental 

freedoms, democracy and the rule of law. At the Summit in Budapest in 1994, the 

participating States agreed that they, I quote: “condemn all attacks on and 

harassment of journalists and will endeavour to hold those directly responsible for 

such attacks and harassment accountable”. The EU urges all participating States 

to implement this and other relevant OSCE commitments without delay. 

We cannot speak of freedom of the media within the OSCE without mentioning 

the unique and highly professional institution in the Office of the OSCE 

Representative on Freedom of the Media, which is there to assist us with the 

important but difficult task to ensure freedom of the media, including a safe 

environment for journalists to work. The EU highly values the assistance the 

Representative and her Office give us and looks forward to further close co-

operation. We also call on all participating States to make use of the assistance 

offered by the Office and extend open invitations to the Representative. 
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Madam Chairperson,  

As we have seen, and will be reminded of again during this conference, much 

remains to be done, especially in terms of implementation. The EU is looking 

forward to interesting and fruitful discussions about the current situation on the 

safety of journalists in the OSCE area.  

We hope that this conference will provide us with a set of recommendations on 

how participating States can effectively strengthen their commitment to ensure 

greater safety of journalists and other media workers in the OSCE region. We 

look forward to compiling good practices which have proved valuable in 

protecting journalists in participating States of the OSCE. Moreover, the EU 

sincerely hopes that this conference will be thoroughly followed-up and that 

participating States can adopt a document on safety of journalists at the 

Ministerial Council in Vilnius. That is one of the priorities for the EU for this year. 

 

 

The candidate countries CROATIA*, MONTENEGRO and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation 

and Association Process and potential candidate countries ALBANIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

and SERBIA, align themselves with this statement. 

*Croatia and Montenegro continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 


