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EU statement in response to the address by the Director General 
of the Council of the Baltic Sea States, H.E. Jan Lundin 

 

The European Union warmly welcomes H.E. Jan Lundin to the Permanent 

Council and thanks him for his address.  

The EU welcomes the Lithuanian Chairmanship’s dedication to invite 

representatives of regional organisations to the Permanent Council, enabling us 

to share experiences, establish contacts and explore mutually beneficial ways of 

co-operation. The EU sees a great value in enriching the dialogue among 

participating States with regional perspectives.  

We are convinced that successfully tackling specific common challenges in a 

region can lead to large-scale positive effects. From this perspective, the 

European Union promotes a new and innovative, integrated way of working 

together across a wide number of sectors. Within the framework of the macro-

regional approach, targeted initiatives have been developed for the Baltic Sea 

Region, introducing new interlinked projects and raising momentum for existing 

ones. The positive experience has also paved the way for the EU Strategy for the 

Danube Region earlier this year.   

The European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region relies on four pillars: 

protection of the environment, enhancing the region’s prosperity, increasing 
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accessibility and attractiveness of the region, and ensuring its safety and 

security. Being an internal strategy of the EU, the Strategy for the Baltic Sea 

Region is not intended to replace existing and well-functioning co-operation 

structures in the region. However, the EU is confident that the Strategy 

contributes to furthering result-oriented co-operation among all stakeholders in 

the region to the benefit of all sides and of the region as a whole. 

The European Union welcomes the fact that most of the long-term priorities 

within the context of the Council of the Baltic Sea States coincide with what the 

EU considers being of utmost importance for the region, among them sustainable 

development. In this context we welcome efforts by the Council of the Baltic Sea 

States to fight against the deterioration of Baltic Sea, to ensure protection of its 

unique and vulnerable ecosystem and to promote dialogue and projects aimed at 

increasing prosperity of the region in an environmentally sustainable way. 

The EU also commends CBSS activities in the area of civil security. We welcome 

the developed and practical expert co-operation at regional level in fighting 

against trafficking in human beings. Trafficking in human beings is a serious 

violation of fundamental human rights and a challenge that must be fought with 

every possible means. The EU sees further potential for co-operation between 

the CBSS and the OSCE in this field.  

We believe that the positive experience of the Baltic Sea region can serve as an 

example for other areas of how to mobilise joint efforts to address common 

challenges. 

In conclusion, we would like once again to thank H.E. Jan Lundin for his address 

and wish him every success in his future work.  
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The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, 

MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential 

candidate countries ALBANIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, as well as UKRAINE, the 

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA, ANDORRA and SAN MARINO align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the Stabilisation 

and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 

 


