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EU statement in response to the report by the OSCE High 
Commissioner on National Minorities, H.E. Ambassador Knut 

Vollebaek 

 

The European Union warmly welcomes H.E. Ambassador Knut Vollebaek back to 

the Permanent Council and thanks him for his comprehensive report. 

The European Union reiterates its strong support for the institution of the High 

Commissioner on National Minorities, which is a core conflict prevention 

instrument for the OSCE area. We stress the need for implementation of the 

commitment made by all participating States, without exception, to fully co-

operate with the High Commissioner. We share the High Commissioner’s view 

that, without the essential element of political will, even the best early-warning 

mechanism becomes an academic exercise. 

The European Union shares the High Commissioner’s concern about the volatile 

situation in the South of Kyrgyzstan and the situation of the Uzbek minority. The 

EU has set out its views on this issue in detail at the Special PC last week, on the 

occasion of President Otunbayeva’s visit. We welcome the efforts by the High 

Commissioner and underline the need for the continuation of his strong 

involvement, as well as of the OSCE as a whole, in Kyrgyzstan. The OSCE 

should continue to assist the authorities to achieve unbiased application of the 

law and observance of fair trial standards for all ethnic groups. 

PC.DEL/572/11 
16 June 2011 

ENGLISH only 



 

   2

The European Union supports the High Commissioner’s continued involvement in 

Georgia, including in the regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. We encourage 

the High Commissioner to continue his work in this area. As before, we share his 

concern about the lack of improvement in Abkhazia and South Ossetia. His work 

remains of the utmost importance; we fully share the High Commissioner’s 

assessment that a greater international presence in the region is needed. In this 

context, the EU reiterates its call to restore a meaningful and cross-dimensional 

OSCE presence throughout Georgia, in particular to the benefit of the civilian 

population in the conflict-affected areas. 

The EU is pleased to note the recent encouraging measures by Georgia, such as 

the national quota system for minorities in higher education institutions and 

encourage authorities to support such initiatives with more substantive content 

and a sustainable financial commitment. The EU also welcomes the setting up of 

the Inter-Agency Governmental Council to deal with repatriation and reintegration 

issues of the forcefully deported Meskhetians and hopes that the Council will 

facilitate repatriation. 

The EU welcomes the co-operation by authorities in South Eastern Europe with 

the High Commissioner and is pleased that the work on integrated multi-ethnic 

education is proceeding well. The EU shares the High Commissioner’s opinion 

that after the June 5 elections a broad and inclusive political dialogue has to be 

launched in Skopje. The EU is concerned about the political divisions in Bosnia-

Herzegovina.  

The EU welcomes the commitment of the Moldovan Government to the 

promotion of civic integration and to the co-operation with the office of the High 

Commissioner. Furthermore, as the HCNM, we continue to be concerned by the 

situation of the Latin script schools in the Transdniestrian region. The EU 

encourages Chisinau and Tiraspol to develop co-operation in the field of 

education and supports the Commissioner’s engagement in this issue. 
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On the issue of Roma and Sinti, we note the High Commissioner’s remark that 

one of the challenges facing Roma in participating States is the lack of identity 

papers. We reaffirm the important role international institutions, in particular 

ODIHR and the European Roma and Travellers Forum, have in assisting 

participating States in these endeavors. 

The EU would like to thank the High Commissioner for the work done and 

recommendations given to EU Member States and to assure him that the 

respective Member States continue their work in resolving the outstanding 

issues, including through dialogue with the High Commissioner and in co-

operation with other participating States.  

The EU seconds the High Commissioner’s call to participating States to put 

forward candidates for the Max van der Stoel Award. One of the best ways to 

honor the first High Commissioner, who passed away last April, would be for 

participating States to propose good candidates for the Award.  

The EU once again thanks Ambassador Vollebaek and his staff for their 

outstanding work and expresses full support for the High Commissioner and his 

team. 

 

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the country of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate country ALBANIA, the European Free 

Trade Association country NORWAY, member of the European Economic Area, as well as the 

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA and ANDORRA align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 


