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EU statement in response to the address by the OSCE Project Co-
ordinator in Ukraine, H.E. Ambassador Lubomir Kopaj 

 

The EU warmly welcomes the OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine (PCU), H.E. 

Ambassador Kopaj, back to the Permanent Council and thanks him for his 

comprehensive report. 

The EU reiterates its general support for the Project Co-ordinator’s work that 

spans all three dimensions of the OSCE. It is crucial that the PCU continues to 

focus its work on those areas where others do not provide assistance and where 

its accumulated special expertise can add the most value. 

The EU fully supports the PCU’s strategy of focussing on projects that assist 

Ukrainian authorities in areas of key relevance to Ukraine’s further EU integration 

in the framework of the Eastern Partnership, namely developing democratic 

institutions, strengthening the rule of law and respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms, addressing security issues, and dealing with economic 

and environmental security issues. We would be interested to hear the PCU’s 

general assessment on the results and impact of the various projects. 

The EU strongly believes that continued PCU involvement into strengthening the 

electoral process is needed, also in view of the Parliamentary elections in 

October 2012. We regret that until now it has not been possible to pursue the 
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election-related project, largely financed by the EU, on the basis of the achieved 

progress on an election code. We also hope that capacity-building activities 

regarding training for election commissioners will soon receive approval by the 

Ukrainian authorities. 

We encourage the continuation of the PCU’s efforts to facilitate building trust 

between Ukrainian authorities and civil society. 

The EU strongly supports all efforts by OSCE structures to bring Ukraine closer 

to fulfilling its commitments on freedom of the media and we are pleased to see 

that the PCU’s activities in this area are now underway. We hope to see an 

expansion of activities in this field, notably regarding the reform of state-owned 

media and the implementation of the law on access to public information.  

Within the Rule of Law and Human Rights Programme the EU fully supports the 

PCU’s engagement in supporting Ukraine’s efforts to implement its international 

commitments and enhance its legislative and judicial mechanisms in this regard. 

We also endorse the PCU’s targeted support to Ukraine in its anti-corruption 

endeavours.  

We believe it is of utmost importance that the PCU’s follow-on activities in 

support of the implementation of commitments under the Optional Protocol to the 

UN Convention against Torture (OPCAT) will receive the green light soon from 

the Ukrainian authorities. The EU also values the PCU’s work in combating 

trafficking in human beings and effectively addressing domestic violence. 

The EU supports the PCU’s work on the social integration of discharged military 

officers, as well as those projects and activities that have clear security 

implications, notably the OSCE’s involvement in the activities to dispose toxic 

rocket fuel component (mélange) and explosive remnants of war. 



 

   3

For the PCU’s work to be effective, an efficient project approval cycle is of the 

utmost importance. We commend the PCU’s efforts to date and would like to 

encourage all stakeholders involved to work towards this objective. 

Finally, we believe that the PCU will remain a valuable partner for Ukraine, 

notably in its preparations for the 2013 Chairmanship, and we would like to 

warmly thank Ambassador Kopaj and his team for their dedicated work. 

 

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 

MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidate countries ALBANIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the 

European Free Trade Association country NORWAY, member of the European Economic Area, as well 

as  the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 

 

 


