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Rapporteur’s report on Belarus  

 

The European Union warmly welcomes Professor Emmanuel Decaux to the 

Permanent Council and thanks him for the OSCE Rapporteur’s report on Belarus, 

prepared in accordance with the OSCE Moscow Mechanism.   

We would like to recall that on numerous occasions the EU has expressed its 

serious concern about the state of human rights in Belarus, with regard to 

freedom of expression, freedom of assembly, freedom of the media, as well as 

allegations of torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment. We recall that 

at the Astana Summit all Heads of State or Government reaffirmed categorically 

and irrevocably that the commitments undertaken in the field of the human 

dimension are matters of direct and legitimate concern to all participating States 

and do not belong exclusively to the internal affairs of the State concerned. 

Regrettably, our dialogue in the Permanent Council has so far failed to dispel 

concerns about adherence by Belarus to OSCE principles and commitments, and 

the crackdown on democratic opposition, civil society and representatives of 

independent mass media continues unabated.  

Being unable to rely on the previously available monitoring capacity of the former 

OSCE Office in Minsk, the EU welcomes the report by Professor Decaux as an 

PC.DEL/574/11 
16 June 2011 

ENGLISH only 



 

   2

independent and impartial overview of the events of 19 December and the 

developments since then.  

We would like to reiterate that the Moscow Mechanism was developed to further 

respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms, democracy and the rule of law 

through dialogue and co-operation and assist in the resolution of specific relevant 

questions. It should be perceived as a tool for fostering dialogue and aimed at 

helping to solve problems, not to build new divisions. Under the Moscow 

Mechanism all participating States have committed themselves to co-operate 

fully with the expert mission, to facilitate its work and to grant the mission all the 

facilities necessary for the independent exercise of its functions, in particular to 

allow the mission to enter their territory without delay or hindrance.  

Regrettably, Belarus decided not to co-operate. The Belarusian authorities 

neither appointed their own rapporteur as a member of the mission nor granted 

the necessary assistance and access to Professor Decaux. With the latter, 

Belarus violated its OSCE commitments.     

We commend Professor Emmanuel Decaux for his professionalism, legal 

expertise and impartiality, which resulted in a balanced and factual approach to 

the subject matter. The report indicates ‘the seriousness, duration and scale of 

gross and systematic human rights violations, since the events of 19 December’ 

and confirms our critical assessment of the situation in Belarus and non-

compliance by Belarus with its OSCE commitments. The report brings us closer 

to understanding the scope and nature of the wave of repressions following last 

year’s presidential elections in Belarus, and also offers a valuable set of 

recommendations.  

The EU expresses its hope that both the report and today’s deliberations will 

contribute to improving the situation in Belarus. We call upon the Belarusian 

authorities to fully utilise the report and do their utmost to implement 

recommendations contained therein, including  conducting an independent and 
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impartial investigation into the 19 December events, as well as into the attack 

against presidential candidate Vladimir Neklyaev; reviewing the court judgements 

in cases related to the 19 December events; investigating on reported ill-

treatment of people detained and taking measures for the full prohibition and 

elimination of torture, inhuman, cruel and degrading treatment; ensuring effective 

access to justice for all detainees, suspects and defendants, as well as the 

independence of the judiciary; and taking effective measures to guarantee 

freedom of association and assembly and freedom of expression.  

The EU encourages Belarus to deepen its co-operation with the OSCE and its 

institutions, especially on matters related to fostering human rights, fundamental 

freedoms, rule of law and democratic standards.  

The EU calls again on Belarus to end the repression and to release immediately 

and rehabilitate all those detained and convicted on political grounds. The EU 

also calls upon Belarus to allow a meaningful OSCE presence in the country.  

The EU will continue to follow closely further developments in Belarus, not only in 

the context of the OSCE, but also elsewhere, including at the Human Rights 

Council in Geneva, where the EU has initiated a resolution on Belarus.  

Finally, the EU reiterates its readiness to assist the authorities of Belarus in 

meeting their OSCE commitments 

 

The candidate countries CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* 

and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate countries 

ALBANIA, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the European Free Trade Association country NORWAY, 

member of the European Economic Area, align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 


