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The EU warmly welcomes the Head of the OSCE Mission to Skopje, 

Ambassador Ralph Breth, for the first time to the Permanent Council and thanks 

him for his comprehensive report. 

Mr Chairperson, 

The EU has consistently reiterated its commitment to the European perspective 

of the Western Balkans, in line with the Thessaloniki agenda and in accordance 

with the Copenhagen criteria and the Stabilization and Association Process 

conditionality. It is in this framework that the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia has been granted the status of candidate country. In this regard, we 

recall the conclusions of the 14 December 2010 General Affairs Council of the 

EU. We underline that to continue its course towards the EU the country needs to 

pursue necessary reforms. 

We welcome the Mission’s evaluation that the security situation remained calm 

and stable. We also welcome the fact that the elections in June 2011 were 

competitive, transparent and well-administered. The period since the last Report 

was marked by continued progress on several fronts, including on the 

implementation of the Ohrid Framework Agreement. Nonetheless, we note that 
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several challenges remain, including the need to improve the political dialogue, 

pay attention to inter-ethnic relations and protect media pluralism.  

With regards to freedom of the media, including media pluralism, the EU is 

monitoring recent developments with concern. The recent adoption by the 

Parliament, without preceding public debate and stake-holder consultation, of 

amendments to the Law on Broadcasting Activity might seriously undermine the 

independence of the Broadcasting Council. We note the 4 July 2011 statement 

by the Representative on Freedom of Media, concerning the possible closure of 

three daily newspapers, which have now ceased to publish, and A1 television 

due to alleged tax evasion. We share her concern regarding developments 

concerning the only remaining newspaper carrying the opposition views, Utrinsky 

Vesnik. We believe these cases should be resolved in a manner that protects 

media pluralism, which is a prerequisite both in the fight against corruption and in 

fostering the country’s democratisation process. We call on the country’s 

authorities to seek the advice and assistance of the Representative on these 

matters. 

We commend the monitoring and confidence-building activities of the Mission, 

which continues to play an important role, not only in assessing the situation on 

the ground, generating confidence among different political parties and ethnic 

communities, but also as an early warning mechanism, especially in the areas of 

inter-ethnic relations, education and religious affairs. 

The EU fully supports the Mission’s activities on promoting the rule of law, 

including its support for the adoption of laws relating to reform of the judiciary and 

the promotion of the ongoing criminal justice reform. Independence of the 

judiciary is a key component of democratic institutions. We also support the 

introduction of systematic monitoring of the judicial system and evaluation of 

laws. 
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Parliament has a crucial role to play in the reform agenda. Its role as the key 

democratic institution should be supported and strengthened. In that regard, we 

are concerned about the boycotts of parliament detailed in the Mission’s report, 

and call on all parties to remain engaged with democratic institutions. 

We appreciate the continuing efforts of the Mission to promote a modern police 

service complying with international standards, including respect for human 

rights, especially following some recent reported cases of police violence, and to 

strengthen community policing, the fight against organised crime and terrorism. 

The Mission should seek to closely co-ordinate its activities with other 

international donors active in this sphere. We also note its recommendation that, 

in pursuing the implementation of police reform, authorities should take into 

consideration the need to reduce excessive politicisation and to promote 

equitable representation of ethnic minorities across the public administration. 

The EU praises the active engagement of the Mission in the implementation of 

the OSCE/ODIHR recommendations following the 2009 presidential and 

municipal elections, and the 2011 parliamentary elections and looks forward to its 

further efforts with the authorities to promote electoral standards and best 

practices. In this context, we recall the Joint statement made by High 

Representative Catherine Ashton and Commissioner Štefan Füle on 6 June 

2011. 

The EU appreciates the Mission’s work in promoting good governance, in 

particular its contribution to the development of professional government 

structures. We stand ready to support the Mission in its efforts to promote a 

transparent and efficient public administration reform, free from undue political 

interference. 

The EU commends the role of the Mission in monitoring developments in the 

education sector from the perspective of inter-ethnic relations and its continuous 
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engagement in the planning and co-ordinating the actual implementation plan of 

the HCNM-initiated “Strategy on Integrated Education”.  

We believe that the current mandate remains a sound basis for the Mission’s 

work and we encourage the host country’s authorities to take full advantage of 

the OSCE’s assistance in their ambitious reform agenda.  

In conclusion, we would like to assure Ambassador Ralf Breth and his team of 

our continued support and wish them success in their important work. 

 

The candidate countries CROATIA*, MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate countries ALBANIA, BOSNIA AND 

HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the European Free Trade Association country NORWAY, member of the 

European Economic Area, as well as the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA and ARMENIA align themselves 

with this statement. 

 

*Croatia and Montenegro continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 

 


