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EU statement in reply to the Head of the OSCE Mission in 
Kosovo, H.E. Ambassador Werner Almhofer 

 

The European Union and its Member States warmly welcome H.E. 

Ambassador Werner Almhofer, Head of the OSCE Mission in Kosovo 

(OMiK), back to the Permanent Council and thank him for his 

comprehensive report. We appreciate the valuable work carried out by 

the Mission through its headquarters and its broad field presence 

throughout Kosovo.  

We remain strongly committed to building a peaceful, democratic and 

multi-ethnic Kosovo within Europe with full respect for the rule of law, the 

protection of non-Albanian communities and of Kosovo's cultural and 

religious heritage. OMiK plays an important role in the realization of this 

goal and continues to enjoy the full support of the European Union. In 

this context, we highly commend OMiK for its recent crucial and diligent 

role in the successful facilitation of the Serbian elections by the OSCE in 

Kosovo.  

The developments in northern Kosovo underline the importance of the 

continued presence and work of the international community in Kosovo, 

of which OMiK is a valuable part, including by maintaining contact with 

community representatives. We strongly condemn the recurring attacks 

on the international presence, in particular the attacks against KFOR 

soldiers in the month of June. We commend EULEX and KFOR in their 
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role in de-escalating the situation and maintaining security, and we call 

on all parties to fully co-operate with them. We reiterate our call on all 

sides to refrain from violence and to solve their differences peacefully, for 

the benefit of all. We invite Kosovo to launch an inclusive and long-term 

agenda for northern Kosovo in close co-operation with the European 

Union. 

We expect prompt and thorough implementation in good faith by both 

sides of all agreements reached in the EU facilitated dialogue between 

Belgrade and Pristina. We also urge all sides to continue focusing efforts 

on resolving the underlying issues through the EU facilitated dialogue. 

Recent steps taken by the Serbian authorities for the implementation of 

the agreement on inclusive regional co-operation are a positive signal. In 

this context, we also welcome OMiK’s successful efforts to promote 

regional co-operation, and encourage it to build on that success, working 

closely with the OSCE Mission to Serbia. 

The rule of law is paramount to stability and progress in Kosovo and 

remains high on our agenda. We welcome OMiK’s work in the areas of 

combating corruption, organized crime, drug trafficking and cybercrime. 

We also welcome the focus on decentralized safety fora (Local Public 

Safety Committees) that ensure active participation of all ethnic 

communities, and community policing.  

We also stress the important work of EULEX in the field of rule of law. 

EULEX’s mandate and jurisdiction include the investigation of the 

allegations contained in the report adopted by the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Council of Europe on 25 January 2011. EULEX has 

dedicated the necessary resources to this task. In this context, the EU 

urges all parties to co-operate fully with EULEX and facilitate its work, 

including by contributing to witness protection programmes. In this 
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context, the EU looks forward to the exchange of letters securing the 

continuation of EULEX’s mandate.  

In line with the relevant Council conclusions, we also recall its willingness 

to assist in the economic and political development of Kosovo through a 

clear European perspective, in line with the European perspective of the 

region. In this context, the launch of the visa dialogue in January 2012 

and the handover of a road map to Pristina last June are concrete and 

visible steps towards this objective. In the same vein, and without 

prejudice to Member States' position on status, or any future decisions to 

be taken by the Council, on 28 February 2012 the Council took note of 

the intention of the Commission to launch a feasibility study for a 

Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the European Union 

and Kosovo. The feasibility study is expected to be published soon.  

Given the changes of the international presence, a steady exchange of 

information among international actors on the ground – including the 

European Union - is indispensable. The reconfiguration of UNMiK, 

EULEX and KFOR is welcome and these changes deserve attention 

and, in this context, we welcome the Mission's emphasis on co-

ordinating its engagement with other international actors. 

OMiK's close relationship with all ethnic communities, its longstanding 

expertise in building local capacities and its broad field presence gives 

the Mission a unique position within the international presence in Kosovo 

and enables OMiK to be a trusted partner, in particular in case of 

tensions. In this context, we appreciate OMiK’s contribution to 

monitoring, protection and promotion of human rights, including 

community rights, its support for community dialogue and access for 

sustainable returns and the resolution of conflict related property claims.  
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In view of the slow progress with on-going electoral reforms and the 

need for the electoral bodies in Kosovo to advance these more robustly, 

we support the continued assistance provided by OMiK in this area. We 

also support programmatic activities aiming at establishing a culture of 

accountability in its cooperation with different institutions and civil society 

organizations.  

Good Governance is a priority we share with the current Chairperson-in-

Office. We therefore welcome OMiK's approach to monitor and advise 

municipalities to ensure compliance with good governance principles and 

human rights standards. We commend all efforts aiming at an improved 

central-local level dialogue and awareness-raising on the mechanisms 

and rights of public participation in municipal decision-making and policy 

development.  

Considering the challenging resource climate, we welcome OMiK’s 

strategic approach laid down in the recent Programme Outline, whereby 

priorities, programmatic activities and resources are under continuous 

scrutiny in light of progress achieved, also taking into account the 

changes in the international presence in Kosovo.  

We are looking forward to a continued fruitful co-operation with OMiK 

and will support it in its crucial tasks both through financial contributions 

and seconded staff.  

Finally, we highly value the work of Ambassador Almhofer and we wish 

him all the best in his future endeavours as he leaves the OSCE mission 

in Kosovo this autumn. He and his excellent team have contributed 

substantially to a number of positive developments, a trend that we wish 

to see continued. 
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