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The European Union warmly welcomes Ambassador Eugen Wollfarth, Head of 

the OSCE Presence in Albania, for the first time to the Permanent Council and 

thanks him for his comprehensive report.  

We appreciate the work of the Presence in all areas of the mandate during last 

year and welcome its focus on the promotion of democratisation, rule of law, 

human rights and consolidation of democratic institutions. 

Albania has made some progress towards fulfilling the criteria related to the 

stability of institutions, guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights 

and respect for and protection of the rights of persons belonging to minorities. 

Nonetheless, considerable further efforts are needed. The responsibility to 

comply with the accession requirements lies entirely with the authorities and 

political forces of Albania.  

Concerning the political situation, the EU urges all parties to urgently resume 

constructive dialogue through democratic institutions and  undertake all efforts to 

overcome the political impasse, thus promoting a national reform agenda. This is 

paramount to Albania’s European integration efforts, which should prevail over 
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party interests. Such efforts should focus in particular on the twelve key priorities 

that the EU has identified in the areas of the rule of law and democratisation. 

The EU reiterates its call on the relevant Albanian institutions to spare no efforts 

to shed full light, through a credible and independent investigation, on the tragic 

occurrences of January 21 and to bring all perpetrators of criminal offences to 

justice.  

In light of the findings of the final report of the OSCE/ODIHR election observation 

mission on the May local elections, the EU strongly urges the Government and 

the opposition, in collaboration with the civil society, to engage in a 

comprehensive electoral reform, particularly regarding deficiencies in the 

electoral code, which is a matter of urgency in view of the next general elections. 

We appreciate that, in addition to the Presence, the OSCE/ODIHR and the 

Venice Commission stand ready to assist Albania to further improve the electoral 

process.  

The EU strongly encourages the Presence to continue its assistance for the 

Albanian authorities in judicial and civil service reform, in the fight against 

organised crime, including cross-border crime, trafficking in human beings and 

corruption.  

We welcome the amendments to the Criminal Code related to acts of corruption, 

the rise in the prosecution of officials and the introduction of electronic 

procurement systems. However, tackling the immunity of senior public officials 

and Members of Parliament must remain a  priority. More needs to be done to 

develop a solid track record in effective prosecutions and convictions in 

corruption cases. 

The EU notes positive developments in Albania in the fight against trafficking in 

human beings, but is concerned that corruption hampers the ability to prosecute 

suspected traffickers. We urge the national authorities to increase co-ordination 

among law-enforcement agencies. 
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Concerning the fight against organised crime, the EU welcomes the fact that 

state police prosecuted several important money laundering cases, but draws the 

attention to the need to effectively implement the legislative framework and 

increase co-operation among institutions.  

In the field of human rights, we note that while the legal framework for protection 

of minorities is mostly in place, its implementation still remains a challenge. We 

also hope that issues regarding property compensation, restitution and 

legalisation will be finally resolved.  

We believe that it is vital that media laws, the media regulator and the public 

broadcaster support and protect freedom of expression and independence of the 

media.  As ODIHR recommended in its report after the May elections, measures 

should be taken to strengthen the independence of the public broadcaster from 

the influence of government and political parties.  

The EU continues to attach high value to the activities of the Presence aimed at 

supporting the Albanian authorities in the promotion of good governance, in 

building community planning capacities and meeting international standards in 

environmental laws. 

We welcome the finalisation of the Presence’s project “Modernisation of the civil 

registry and address system in Albania”, co-financed by the EU. The EU also 

allocated over 10 million Euros for both the census and the Personal Data 

Protection Commissioner. We note with concern that the Albanian legislation on 

census contains provisions that could violate the right to the free self-

identification of the person. We expect that the 2011 census of the population will 

meet all relevant international standards. 

The EU calls on the Presence to continue using fully the capacities of the OSCE 

institutions, develop closer co-operation with other field operations in the region 

and co-ordinate its work with the relevant international partners, in order to avoid 

duplications and optimise results. 
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In concluding, we would like to thank Ambassador Wollfahrt and his dedicated 

staff for their excellent work.  

 

The candidate countries CROATIA*, the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, 

MONTENEGRO* and ICELAND**, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and 

potential candidate countries BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA and SERBIA, the European Free Trade 

Association country NORWAY, member of the European Economic Area, as well as the REPUBLIC OF 

MOLDOVA and ARMENIA align themselves with this statement. 

 

*Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

**Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 

 


