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Mr. Chairman,  
 
I have the honor to speak on behalf of France, Poland, the Russian Federation and Germany.  
 
At the Vilnius Ministerial Council Meeting, the Foreign Ministers of our four countries 
underlined their shared responsibility to further strengthen and develop a "free, democratic, 
common and indivisible Security Community", a goal set by the OSCE Summit in Astana 
2010. To advance the efforts towards realising this vision, the Ministers tasked four academic 
and research institutes with organizing four workshops in Berlin, Warsaw, Paris and Moscow.  
 
These workshops, which have taken place in the course of this year, provided a forum for 
intensive and stimulating debates on the future scope and character of a Security Community 
extending from Vancouver to Vladivostok. Following these discussions, the four institutes 
have now finalized a report with their findings and recommendations. A printed copy of that 
report has been circulated to delegations’ pigeon-holes today. We would like to thank the 
Centre for OSCE Research at the Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy at the 
University of Hamburg (CORE), the Fondation pour la Recherche Stratégique (FRS), the 
Polish Institute for International Relations (PISM) and the Moscow State Institute for 
International Relations (MGIMO) for their outstanding work in organising the four workshops 
and providing the final report. We would also like to thank the Irish Chairmanship for its 
continuous support and for providing an opportunity for the four institutes to present their 
report next Tuesday. 
 
The report is the product of four independent think tanks. The findings and recommendations 
contained in it are their findings and their recommendations. Our governments do not 
necessarily agree with each and every of them. Nevertheless, they represent an important, 
hopefully stimulating input for our work in the OSCE. In this context, we would like to once 
again underline the importance we attach to civil society and academic institutions in 
enriching our discussions and advancing our joint vision of a Security Community.  
 
We would like to reiterate our gratitude to the Secretary General, Lamberto Zannier, for his 
excellent idea of establishing such a network of academic and research institutions, a proposal 
he made during his inaugural speech in the Permanent Council in July 2011. His proposal 
prompted our Ministers to launch their Initiative for the Development of a Euro-Atlantic and 
Eurasian Security Community (IDEAS) in Vilnius. Now, at a time, when we will have to fill 
the promise of a Security Community with concrete substance, we would like to invite all  
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Participating States to become seriously engaged in considering the proposals and 
recommendations made in the IDEAS Report. In our view, the report provides a good basis 
and a key point of reference for the discussions of our Ministers in Dublin—and subsequently 
within the Helsinki+40 process aimed at advancing the work towards an OSCE Security 
Community. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
we firmly believe that it would be worthwhile to carry on with this valuable work of academic 
and research institutions in supporting our joint endeavours of pursuing the vision of a 
Security Community in the OSCE area.. To that end, we would like to encourage both the 
Chairmanship and the Secretary General to continue establishing a network of research 
institutes, joined, beyond the present four, also by institutes from other Participating States. In 
this context, we would also welcome the nomination of a respective focal point within the 
Office of the Secretary General.  
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman 


