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The European Union warmly welcomes the Coordinator of the Economic 

and Environmental Activities Mr Svilanovi  and thanks him for his work 

throughout his four-year term. 

Today's presentation takes place only a few days after the Economic and 

Environmental Dimension Implementation Meeting, which is one of the 

results of our common efforts to streamline and enhance the 

effectiveness of the Second Dimension while implementing Ministerial 

Council Decision 04/09. Mr Svilanovi  took up his duties when concrete 

steps in this regard started and an informal working group was 

established. We welcome that recommendations resulting from these 

consultations were put into practice.  

We believe that still more could be done and appreciate the efforts of the 

Chair of the Economic and Environmental Committee and the 

Chairmanship, with the support of the Coordinator, to foster further 

dialogue on the strategic orientation of the Second Dimension. Several 

interesting ideas have been put forward during our informal 

Ambassadorial meeting and the Economic and Environmental Dimension 

Implementation Meeting last week and also throughout the year while 

discussing the review of the implementation of the 2003 Maastricht 

Strategy. We are ready to engage constructively in these deliberations. 

In this context, we would like to highlight once again the early warning 
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and confidence-building capacity of the Economic and Environmental 

Dimension. We should further develop, within existing resources, this 

unique potential of the Economic and Environmental Dimension by 

enhancing the analytical capacities of the Office of the Coordinator in 

close co-operation with other executive structures of the OSCE, 

especially the Conflict Prevention Centre.  

The Economic and Environmental Dimension Implementation Meeting 

was the second meeting of this kind in the Second Dimension. We value 

that the meeting brings together different Economic and Environmental 

Dimension stakeholders – the Office of the Coordinator of Economic and 

Environmental Activities, participating States and field presences and 

connects our political discussions with work done in the field. We 

welcome the Coordinator’s efforts to establish this meeting, which could 

become an important tool in our endeavours and should be maintained in 

future. At the same time, to increase effectiveness, further improvements 

are requested in order to foster more focussed debate and achieve 

concrete outcomes.  

The OSCE is a security organisation and a forum for political dialogue. 

The Economic and Environmental Dimension can only achieve its full 

potential if its direct link to the concept of comprehensive security is 

obvious. This is crucial to avoid duplication of efforts of other specialised 

international and regional fora. Intensifying the relations of the OSCE 

with other relevant organizations should continue to be our priority. In 

this sense, we see the Environment and Security Initiative as a good 

example of this approach, based on co-operation between the OSCE 

and other international organisations while pooling and sharing their 

respective strengths and resources. We welcome the Coordinator’s 

readiness to prolong the OSCE’s chairmanship of the Environment and 

Security Initiative. 



The participating States agreed in the OSCE Maastricht Strategy that 

good governance at all levels contributes to prosperity, stability and 

security. The promotion of the rule of law, good governance, 

transparency and the fight against corruption are among the main 

priorities of the EU in the Second Dimension. We support a 

comprehensive approach to the topic of good governance. Inclusion of 

all relevant stakeholders including civil society, the private and public 

sectors and free media in tackling corruption and promoting good 

governance is key. We have discussed various aspects of good 

governance throughout the year within the Economic and Environmental 

Forum and also at the Economic and Environmental Committee. Our 

deliberations have shown that long-term efforts with a cross-dimensional 

aspect are needed to achieve progress in the area of good governance.  

We are convinced that the OSCE should reiterate and reinforce its 

commitment to good governance at the Ministerial Council in Dublin. We 

welcome the draft proposal prepared by the Chairmanship and are ready 

to engage constructively in further discussions on that basis.  

However, we believe that good governance and transparency is not a 

one-off issue for the Economic and Environmental Dimension, but a 

principle that should guide our work in this Dimension in the future. We 

are convinced that a strong document adopted by our Ministers in Dublin 

would be an important step forward in this regard.    

Finally, we would like to thank Mr Svilanovi  and his team for their work. 

We wish Mr Svilanovi  all the best in his new function and his team, 

success in their future activities.   




