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The EU and its Member States warmly welcome the Head of the OSCE 

Mission to Skopje, H.E. Ambassador Ralph Breth, back to the 

Permanent Council and thank him for his comprehensive report. 

Mr Chairperson, 

The EU has consistently reiterated its commitment to the European 

perspective of the Western Balkans, in line with the Thessaloniki agenda 

and in accordance with the Copenhagen criteria and the Stabilization 

and Association Process conditionality, including regional co-operation 

and good neighbourly relations. It is in this framework that the former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia has been granted the status of 

candidate country. In this regard, we recall the conclusions of the 5 

December 2011 General Affairs Council of the EU. We also note the 

Mission’s evaluation that despite the many serious challenges the 

government faces, it continues to make progress on its reform path 

towards Euro-Atlantic integration.  

The Council of the EU will assess progress made by the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia in fulfilling the political criteria and commitments 

under the Stabilisation and Association Agreement in its December 2012 

Conclusions on enlargement and the stabilization and association 

process.  
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The period since the last Report was marked by progress on several 

fronts. The EU welcomes the High Level Accession Dialogue with the 

European Commission, which was launched in March 2012 and injected 

new dynamism in the EU integration process.  

Some progress was achieved on the implementation of the Ohrid 

Framework Agreement. Nonetheless, we note that several challenges 

remain, including the need to improve the general political dialogue, 

protect media pluralism and, address the root causes of inter-ethnic 

tensions. The first government review of the Ohrid Framework 

Agreement provides a tool for the strengthening of inter-ethnic dialogue. 

To this end, we also commend the monitoring and confidence-building 

activities of the Mission, including through its office in Tetovo.  The 

Mission continues to play an important role, not only in assessing the 

situation on the ground, generating confidence among different political 

parties and ethnic communities, but also as an early warning 

mechanism, especially in the areas of inter-ethnic relations, education 

and religious affairs. In the context of the proposed restructuring of the 

Mission, we are concerned by the possible risks for the safety of 

Mission’s members stemming from the unification of Policing and 

Monitoring Units, as well as for the safeguarding of confidentiality. 

With regard to freedom of the media, including media pluralism, the EU 

monitors developments closely. The closure of major media outlets has 

caused concern. We believe that such cases should be resolved in a 

manner that protects media pluralism, which is key to fostering 

democracy in the country. The Broadcasting Council has increased its 

monitoring activities and the transparency of its work and efforts were 

made to enforce legislation on copyright and on media ownership and 

concentration. However, the Broadcasting Council needs to demonstrate 

that it is following a non-discriminatory and transparent approach. 

Further efforts are needed to address challenges, such as the 



transparency of government advertising and the labour rights of media 

workers, which give rise to self-censorship and have an impact on media 

pluralism. We welcome the discussions that the Representative on 

Freedom of the Media had with the authorities during her first official visit 

in the country last year on the decriminalization of defamation and insult. 

We welcome the progress that has been made, in the context of the 

roundtable dialogue between the Association of Journalists and the 

government, on decriminalisation of defamation. This roundtable 

dialogue is an important forum for addressing key challenges relating to 

the media. We call on the country’s authorities to continue seeking the 

advice and assistance of expert bodies, including the Representative, on 

these and other related matters. 

The EU fully supports the Mission’s activities on promoting the rule of 

law, including its support for the adoption of laws relating to reform of the 

judiciary, its assistance in lawmaking and the promotion of the ongoing 

criminal justice reform. Independence of the judiciary is a key component 

of democratic institutions. We also support the introduction of systematic 

monitoring of the judicial system and evaluation of laws. We hope that, in 

the context of the proposed restructuring of the Mission, the unification of 

the rule of law and good governance units will not impact negatively on 

rule of law programmes.   

Parliament has a crucial role to play in the reform agenda. Its role as the 

key democratic institution should be supported and strengthened. In that 

regard, we call on all parties to remain engaged with democratic 

institutions. 

We appreciate the continuing efforts of the Mission to promote a modern 

police service complying with international standards, including respect 

for human rights. The Mission should seek to closely co-ordinate its 

activities with other international donors active in this sphere. We also 

note its recommendation that, in pursuing the implementation of police 



reform, authorities should take into consideration the need to reduce 

excessive politicisation and to promote equitable representation of ethnic 

minorities across the public administration. 

The EU hopes that the important amendments to the electoral code 

approved by the Government will be soon adopted by parliament. In this 

regard, we praise the active engagement of the Mission in the 

implementation of the OSCE/ODIHR recommendations on election 

reform and look forward to further efforts - to promote electoral standards 

and best practices, in view also of the local elections planned for spring 

2013.  

The EU commends the role of the Mission in monitoring developments in 

the education sector from the perspective of inter-ethnic relations and its 

continuous engagement in promoting the comprehensive implementation 

plan of the HCNM-initiated “Strategy on Integrated Education”. The 

Mission should seek to closely co-ordinate its activities with other 

international donors active in this sphere. We note with concern that 

although the proposed Strategy was adopted in 2010, implementation 

has stalled. 

We believe that the current mandate remains a sound basis for the 

Mission’s work and we encourage the host country’s authorities to take 

full advantage of the OSCE’s assistance in their ambitious reform 

agenda. 

In a challenging resource climate, OSCE operations need to be leaner 

and sharper in fulfilling their mandate effectively. This may include the 

necessity to reprioritise and improve the focus of the programmatic 

structures and activities of some missions, including the one in Skopje. 

In conclusion, we would like to assure Ambassador Ralf Breth and his 

team of our continued support and wish them success in their important 

work. 



  


