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Discussions  

The European Union warmly welcomes the Co-Chairs of the Geneva 

Discussions, Ambassadors Murphy, Lefort and Turunen, to the 

Permanent Council, and thanks them for their address. We reiterate our 

strong support for the Geneva Discussions and we continue to support 

the OSCE’s active participation in the meetings, in which good use can 

be made of its extensive cross-dimensional experience.   

We welcome the conduct of the Parliamentary elections in Georgia, on 1 

October 2012, and look forward to working with the new Government. 

We underline the importance of continued participation in the Geneva 

Discussions of the new Government and welcome their wish for 

engagement with the breakaway regions. 

With regard to the First Working Group, the EU welcomes the relative 

calm on the ground maintained since the last round of the Geneva 

Discussions, but noted with concern the tension on the ground in the 

context of the incidents and military exercises held in the region in 

September. These tensions underline the need to resume the effective 

functioning of the Gali Incident Prevention and Response Mechanism 

(IPRM) meetings. We positively note that participants discussed the 

issue of non-use of force and International Security Arrangements, 

including proposals by participants, as well as a draft proposal by the Co-

Chairs. In this regard, a clear non-use of force commitment by Russia 

would be necessary. We welcome the constructive approach by 
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participants who have engaged in a drafting exercise at expert level, and 

look forward to continued exchanges in the next round of the Geneva 

Discussions.  

Regarding the Second Working Group, we continue to call on all parties 

to urgently allow developments that would improve living conditions for 

people affected by the August 2008 conflict. We take note that 

substantive discussions took place on the humanitarian situation, 

including the right of return, needs and challenges of displaced persons 

and vulnerable populations. We especially thank the Irish Chairmanship-

in-office for organising an information session on technical aspects in the 

search for missing persons, and hope that participants may use it as a 

source of inspiration.  In view of the ongoing co-operative water projects, 

the EU continues to closely co-operate with the OSCE for the benefit of 

the communities concerned. We reiterate our call on all stakeholders to 

engage constructively in order to restore basic utilities and services to 

the affected communities and to ensure freedom of movement across 

the administrative boundary lines. 

The EU once more recalls its firm support for the sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally recognised borders 

and reiterates its concern about the continuing Russian military and 

security-related presence and infrastructure reinforcements in the 

Georgian breakaway regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. The EU 

calls on Russia to fulfil its obligations under the ceasefire agreement of 

12 August 2008 and Implementing Measures of 8 September 2008, 

including by providing access to EUMM to the breakaway regions. The 

EUMM plays a leading role in the IPRMs within its stabilisation, 

normalisation and confidence-building mandate. We also reiterate our 

call for unhindered access for humanitarian organisations.  

We also remain convinced of the urgent need for a meaningful cross-

dimensional OSCE presence throughout Georgia, in particular for the 



benefit of the civilian population, including robust monitoring capacity 

able to operate unhindered across the administrative boundary lines.  

Mr Chairman,  

The Report by the Co-Chairs of the Geneva Discussions provides a 

comprehensive review of the security and humanitarian situation in the 

region.  The Geneva Discussions continue to be an essential means for 

resolving the remaining challenges. We call on all participants to be 

committed to this process and to work together constructively. We are 

looking forward to the next round of the Geneva Discussions scheduled 

for 12 December 2012.  


