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We wish to react to the statement by the Russian federation on the recent strikes in Syria 
carried out together with our American and British allies. 
 
As the EU and NATO have made it clear, these strikes are a necessary response to the 
chemical massacres in Syria and a response at the service of the law and our political 
strategy to put an end to the Syrian tragedy. 

The use of chemical weapons in the city of Duma, near Damascus, on 7 April during an 
offensive by the Assad regime’s forces, was both proven and attributable to the Syrian 
regime. This chemical attack killed dozens of people – at least 45 according to converging 
medical sources on the ground –, civilians, including women and children and injured 
hundreds more.  

The red line declared by President Macron in May 2017 and often repeated since over the 
use of chemical weapons has been crossed.  
 
We said that such a transgression would not go unanswered. We have noted the systematic 
deadlock at the Security Council due to Russia who have opposed the extension of the 
OPCW-UN Joint Investigative Mechanism (JIM) mandate in November 2017 just after its last 
report attributing Khan Sheykun sarin attack to the Syrian regime. We have therefore acted 
in accordance with our word and our responsibility, in coordination with our allies and in full 
compliance with all UNSC related resolutions.  

The use of chemical weapons is a violation of a fundamental standard of international law 
and humanitarian law.  The use of these arms of terror is a transgression of some of the 
longest-standing conventions, including the 1925 Protocol prohibiting the use of chemical 
weapons in warfare. It violates the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), which was signed 
in Paris in 1993 and which Syria signed up to in 2013. The manufacture and use of such 
weapons is a threat to international peace and security. Those who contravene these laws 
choose to exclude themselves from the community of nations. 

The repeated, organized and systematic recourse to chemical weapons by the Syrian regime 
is well documented and represents an unacceptable banalization of the use of chemical 
weapons which undermines the non-proliferation regime we have built together. The 
recourse to chemical weapons violates the foundations of international law and the UNSC 
resolutions (2118, 2209, 2235) unanimously adopted and which prohibit the use of chemical 
weapons in Syria.  

It constitutes a war crime and, in the words of the UN Secretary General in 2013, a crime 
against humanity as defined by the ICC statute.  It constitutes one of the most flagrant and 
serious violations of all norms guaranteeing our collective security. It is, as such, a grave 
threat to international peace and security. 

The Syrian regime had committed to fully decommissioning its arsenal. In September 2013, 
the Security Council took note of that commitment and decided in Resolution 2118 that Syria 
must keep to it, or else be subject to measures under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United 
Nations. Chapter VII has a clear meaning: the use of military measures to compel those who 
threaten international peace and security. 



The conclusions of the JIM have established the responsibility of the Syrian government and 
its armed forces, inter alia, in the use of chemical weapons. Let us be clear: if Syria has 
continued to use toxic substances to military ends, it is because it kept the capacity to 
produce and to use them, in contravention with its international commitments, despite the 
guarantees provided by Russia in the framework of the US-Russia agreement of 2013. 
Everybody knows now that Syria kept a clandestine chemical programme since then. The 
priority is to have the 2013 commitments respected. 

Since the declarations by the French President, everyone has been aware of the 
consequences of a violation of the commitments made by the Syrian regime before the 
international community. Bashar al-Assad’s regime knew the risks it was taking when it again 
employed these odious weapons against its own people, choosing once more to ride 
roughshod over international law. 

Russia has indeniably lent an active military support to retake Eastern Ghuta. Russia 
provided political cover to the Syrian regime over the use of chemical weapons, be it at the 
UN Security Council or at the OPCW, in spite of the conclusions of the JIM. Russia vetoed 
no less than 6 times UNSC draft resolutions related to the chemical issue, and again last 
Tuesday in order to make sure that no meaningful mechanism could inquire. Manipulation 
and disinformation were also used by Russia: after telling us that the opposition was 
responsible for the attack, Russia told us that no such attack ever took place, before 
denouncing a Western manipulation, with the only aim of creating doubt and confusion. It did 
so before about the attacks in Ghuta in 2013 and the Khan Sheykhun sarin attack. France 
will continue to oppose the spreading of these lies and recall the facts. 
 
As a consequence, France decided, together with its American and British allies, to carry out 
with success, on April 14, targeted strikes on three military sites concentrating some of the 
chemical capacities of the Syrian regime.  
 
The action we carried out with our allies is legitimate. It aims to put an end to a serious 
violation of the law and is in full conformity with the objectives and values stated by the UN 
Charter. The vast majority of the international community considers that our operation cannot 
be contested. The UNSC clearly rejected on Saturday the draft Russian resolution 
condemning it.   
 
Our action is a justified, necessary and proportionate response to an unacceptable situation: 
 
-justified, because it is not tolerable to have the Syrian regime continue with impunity to kill 
and banalize the use of prohibited weapons ;  
 
-necessary, because we cannot simply stay idle as Russia blocks all multilateral institutions, 
disrespectful of the law and institutions we build since 1945; 

-proportionate, because we only targeted clandestine Syrian chemical sites, with no collateral 
victims, in contrast with the Russian offensives, and because we immediately went back to 
the UN and the OPCW.  it does not seek to hit Assad’s allies or the civilian population, but 
rather to dissuade the Syrian regime from continuing such criminal acts. The Syrian regime 
has to stop employing such weapons 

Our action is limited to precise objectives: the destruction of the Syrian regime’s chemical 
facilities, in order to stop it committing further chemical massacres and continuing its strategy 
of terror against its own people.  



The objective of our action is not only to put an end to intolerable crimes and prevent their 
repetition but also to defend the multilateral system and the chemical disarmament 
architecture, which guarantee international peace and security.  
 
France is determined to continue efforts to allow for the creation of an international 
mechanism to establish responsibilities thanks to the Partnership launched last January - for 
which a growing number of countries from all regions is now willing to join -  and to support 
the key role of the OPCW and other relevant multilateral mechanisms and to launch a 
dialogue on a sound basis. This is the purpose of the UNSCR draft that we will be tabling 
soon. 

We sent a clear message to the regime and its protectors : there will be no banalization or 
impunity in the field of chemical proliferation.   

The production and use of these weapons represent a threat to international peace and 
security. The banalization of their use also represents a threat to our own security. Let us not 
forget that only a few weeks ago, a chemical weapon was used on the territory of one of our 
closest allies. We acted to stop this escalation./. 

 

 
 


